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Chairperson Hoheisel and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit proponent testimony on HB 2194.

Kansas NEA is a member-driven organization representing all 40,000 educators in the state of Kansas, including
nearly 22,000 active members. The positions we advocate are proposed, debated, and adopted by several hundred
members selected by their peers to attend our annual Representative Assembly.

KNEA supports a clear and equitable path for qualified educators to return to the classroom.

It is our hope that the removal of the employee contribution will lead to higher salaries for those teachers
returning to the classroom.

Teacher shortages in Kansas are real. We stand ready to work with the legislature and all other interested parties
to mitigate this crisis. Removing the KPERS employee contribution requirement for retirees returning to the
classroom could be a small but meaningful step in the right direction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



