
City of 

Bel Aire 

Opposition to HB2396 with recommendations for how to improve this proposal. 

I am Jim Benage, mayor of Bel Aire, KS 

First, I want to say the City of Bel Aire works diligently to keep our property taxes low as we 

work to serve our citizens with police protections, roads, water, sewer, parks, and other services 

they desire from the city. We are one of the top ten safest cities in Kansas and we intend to 

keep it that way. Our mill levy has lowered every year for the past several years. We are 

committed to doing this regardless of whether this bill becomes law. We are honest with our 

taxpayers. We do not claim we are lowering taxes when the mill levy is reduced. We do say that 

it tempers the increase. Taxing and providing needed services is a balancing act. We have a duty 

keep taxes a low as possible while maintaining services. 

I have included testimony from our bond council on how this bill can be negative in the bond 

market. That can be a huge additional cost to all Kansas taxpayers. Bel Aire's bond rating was 

just upgraded in the last year. Per our bond council this bill could lower that bond rating. Lower 

bond ratings result in higher interest rates to finance projects. Raising our overall cost which 

results in higher taxes. Please heed the advice of bond counsel. 

There has been some talk about taxing jurisdiction having slush funds, hording tax revenues 

instead of spending the money. Our financial advisor recommends that Bel Aire retain a 20-30% 

reserve. This helps our bond rating. Not having this reserve lowers our bond rating. This is also a 

balancing act to keep reserves as low as possible yet get the bond investors confidence we can 

and will make our bond payments timely. These reserves are not slush funds; they are sound 

financial management. 

The elephant in the room is the fact that this bill does not apply to schools but is touted as a 

way to reign in ever increasing property taxes. Schools account for 50% or more of the total 

property tax bill. When schools are exempt from this budgeting restriction, you just defeated 

half of what this bill is designed to accomplish. That is putting a check in place on rising property 

taxes. 

A Proposed Draft Mark-up of this bill is included in this testimony, here is an explanation of each 

proposed change 

New Section 1. (a) (2) This changes the threshold for the protest petition to 20% This protest 

petition overrides the decision of the elected body that these citizens elected to office. That is 
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