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Good morning, Chair Erickson and members of the committee. My name is Steven 

Greene and I’m here to encourage support for Senate Bill 85 on behalf of 

Opportunity Solutions Project, a non-profit advocacy organization that seeks to 

improve lives through free enterprise, individual liberty, and a limited, accountable 

government.

The reforms in this bill have a simple goal: to get the right benefits to the right 

people in food stamps. Unfortunately, Kansas is not doing this today.  

Kansas has an error rate in food stamps of more than 12 percent.1 That’s worse 

than the national average and worse than each of Kansas’s neighbors: Colorado, 

Missouri, Nebraska, and Oklahoma.2 Those are dollars going out the door 

improperly, instead of to those who really need them. 

The high error rate is no accident. Kansas doesn’t require households to report 

changes between recertifications unless the change makes them fully ineligible.3

Kansas’s improper payment rate has cost the state. This bill addresses the issues in 

the state’s food stamp program. By requiring monthly data cross-checks of food 

stamp enrollment against death, lottery, incarceration records, and potential 

changes in residency, and quarterly cross-checks against wages, tax, and income 

records, Kansas can strengthen its safety net and remove ineligible individuals, 

bringing the focus back to those with a true need. When someone dies, they should 

no longer collect food stamps. When someone wins the lottery, they should no 

longer collect food stamps. And when someone moves to another state, they 

should stop receiving benefits from that state. 

Many other states, including Arkansas, Florida, and Oklahoma, have taken action to 

apply these commonsense checks.4-5-6

The good news is that Kansas already has these records. This bill simply says: Check 

those lists against the list of food stamp beneficiaries and make sure folks are still 

eligible. 

And by cross-checking data from federal sources, Kansas can get a better picture of 

its enrollees, including those from other states who might be taking advantage of 

the program in Kansas. Other states already do this. States like Iowa, Nebraska, 

Ohio, and Oklahoma cross-check federal databases to ensure the integrity of their 

food stamp programs.7-8-9-10
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This bill puts Kansas on a more sustainable path. Using commonsense data checks, 

this bill will help strengthen the program, defend taxpayer dollars, and protect the 

truly needy on the food stamps program.

Opportunity Solutions Project is pleased to offer our support for this legislation. 

Thank you. 
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