
 
Testimony to Committee on Judiciary 

Opposing Testimony on SB 157  
 
Chairwoman Warren and Committee Members, 
 
In SB 157, on page 1, starting on line 13, the current language of “the sheriff shall enter such warrant 
into the national crime information center’s index” is amended by adding “and make a copy of the 
warrant available to a compensated surety who deposited the bond on behalf of the defendant.” This 
adds a requirement for the sheriff to make the copy available. We oppose that requirement. This should 
be the court that makes the warrant available. 
 
During the 2024 session KSA made the same argument that the Clerk of the District Court should be 
the entity that makes the copy for the compensated surety.  Sheriffs are responsible for entering the 
information into the national crime information center’s index.  However, the warrant is issued by a 
judge who then gives the warrant to the Clerk of the District Court.  It is their warrant.  We suggest this 
be amended.  
 
On page 1, starting page 31 the current language in subsection (A) states: “The surety can prove that 
the defendant is incarcerated somewhere with the United States prior to judgment of default. . .’ The 
bill amends this to include “has left the country.” See line 31. This changes it to: “The surety can prove 
the defendant has left the county or is incarcerated somewhere with the United States prior to judgment 
of default. . .’ 
 
This addition is very problematic.  This means that if the surety took the risk of bonding out a person 
who could be a flight risk to leave the country, the surety is not responsible and will not have to forfeit 
the bond.  This also means whoever paid the 10% of the bond is out their money to the surety.  In 
essence the surety assumes no risk for bonding someone out who has left the country but still is able to 
make money off the people that provided 10% of the original bond.  
 
However, if the amendment is changed from “has left the country” to “was deported from this 
country” it would reflect a situation out of the control of the responsible the compensated surety, 
making the change acceptable. 
 
The amendments on page 2 starting on line 3, are not an issue to the KSA, if the Clerk of the District 
Court is providing the copy as we propose. 
 
I have attached a document showing our proposed amendments. Note these amendments have not been 
massaged by the revisor and we understand they may need to make adjustments to the wording. While 
we can’t support the bill as proposed, if these amendments are made, the KSA can support the bill. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sheriff Jeff Easter 
KSA Legislative Chair   
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