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State Foundation Aid Examples for Density Models 

District 1 Information 

District 1 currently has a Total Adjusted Enrollment (including Pre-K At-Risk) of 500.3 FTE and a Total 
Weighted FTE (including Special Education) of 900.2. District 1 is also 103.6 square miles in size. The 
district’s Special Education FTE is 100.2  As with all school districts within the state, BASE is $5,378 per 
student.  

Current Low Enrollment Formula (300 – 1621.9 FTE) 

500.3 – 300.0 = 200.3 

200.3 x 1.2375 = 247.9 

(5406 – 247.9) / 3642.4 = 1.416126 

1.416126 – 1 = 0.416126 

0.416126 x 500.3 = 208.2 WTD FTE 

208.2 WTD FTE x $5,378 (BASE) = $1,119,700 Low Enrollment Funding portion of State Foundation 
Aid 

900.2 (Current Total WTD FTE) – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 800.0 WTD FTE (without 
Special Education) 

800.0 x $5,378 (BASE) = $4,302,400 for Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.01: Replacement of Low/High Enrollment Model with a Density Model (Median) 

This model would replace the use of school district enrollment with low and high enrollment categories 
with density weighting factors based upon the overall school district density of students per square mile.  

The model utilizes an expanded set of density ranges based upon the ranges used for the 
Transportation Weighting. The model then utilizes a state aid formula similar to Capital Outlay State Aid 
where the range of the Median Density (2.042) receives a weighting factor of 25.0 percent of Total 
Adjusted Enrollment as the Density WTD FTE. Each density range step increases or decreases the 
percent of weighting factor by 2.0 percent with a minimum of 0.0 percent and a maximum of 100.0 
percent. 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

500.3 FTE / 103.6 square miles = 4.829 students per square mile 

4.829 students per square mile is within the 4.7 – 5.469 range which receives a 13.0 percent factor as it 
is 6 steps above the median density range 

500.3 FTE x 13.0% = 65.0 WTD FTE 

65.0 x $5,378 = $349,570 in Density Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 208.2 (Current Low Enrollment Weighting) + 65.0 (new Density WTD FTE) = 757.0 WTD FTE 

757.0 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 656.8 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

656.8 x $5,378 = $3,532,270 in Total State Foundation Aid 
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Model 1.03: Replacement of Low/High Enrollment Model with a Density Model (Mean) 

This model would replace the use of school district enrollment with low and high enrollment categories 
with density weighting factors based upon the overall school district density of students per square mile.  

The model utilizes an expanded set of density ranges based upon the ranges used for the 
Transportation Weighting. The model then utilizes a state aid formula similar to Capital Outlay State Aid 
where the range of the Mean Density (19.092) receives a weighting factor of 25 percent of Total 
Adjusted Enrollment as the Density WTD FTE. Each density range step increases or decreases the 
percent of weighting factor by 1.5 percent with a minimum of 0.0 percent and a maximum of 100.0 
percent. 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

500.3 FTE / 103.6 square miles = 4.829 students per square mile 

4.829 students per square mile is within the 4.7 – 5.469 range which receives a 37.0 percent factor as it 
is 8 steps below the mean density range 

500.3 FTE x 37.0% = 185.1 WTD FTE 

185.1 x $5,378 = $995,468 in Density Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 208.2 (Current Low Enrollment Weighting) + 185.1 (new Density WTD FTE) = 877.1 WTD FTE 

877.1 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 776.9 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

776.9 x $5,378 = $4,178,168 in Total State Foundation Aid 

 

 


