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State Foundation Aid Examples for At-Risk 

District 1 Information 

District 1 currently has a Total Adjusted Enrollment (including Pre-K At-Risk) of 500.3 FTE and a 
Total Weighted FTE (including Special Education) of 900.2. The district’s Special Education FTE 
is 100.2  As with all school districts within the state, BASE is $5,378 per student.  

The district has 50.0 Free Lunch students, while the USD Census USD Poverty Report states 
that 13 percent of children ages 5-17 are in poverty. The district receives 0.06 percent of the 
State’s Title I funding.  

The district has 20.5 percent of students who scored a Level 1 on the ELA State Assessment 
and 24.2 percent of students who scored a Level 1 on Math State Assessment. The district has 
57.8 percent of students who scored a Level 1 or Level 2 on the ELA State Assessment and 
60.8 percent of students who scored a Level 1 or Level 2 on the Math State Assessment.   

Current At-Risk Formula 

Free Lunch Students x 0.484 = At-Risk Weighting 

50.0 x 0.484 = 24.2 At-Risk WTD FTE 

24.2 WTD FTE X $5,378 (BASE) = $130,148 At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid. 

900.2 (Current Total WTD FTE) - 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 800.0 WTD FTE 
(without Special Education) 

769.8 x $5,378 (BASE) = $4,302,400 for Total State Foundation Aid. 

Model 1.0: No At-Risk Weighting (still have High-Density At-Risk Weighting) 

State Foundation Aid no longer would include an At-Risk weighting, so State Foundation Aid 
would be reduced. For District 1, that would be a reduction of $130,148. 

Additionally, the Computer Local Option Budget (LOB) would also be decreased, as the LOB 
Base General Fund would also be reduced due to the removal of the At-Risk Weighting. And the 
amount needed to be transferred to the At-Risk fund from the LOB would be $0, as there would 
no longer be an At-Risk Weighting. 

Model 1.01: At-Risk Funding Added into BASE, removed as weighting 

This would establish a higher BASE. In this case, the BASE would increase from $5,378 to 
$6,275.  

$0 funding At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid, as there is no At-Risk weighting. 

900.2 (Current Total WTD FTE) – 24.2 (At-Risk WTD FTE) = 870.0 Total Weighted FTE 

870.0 - 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 769.8 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

769.8 x $6,275 (new BASE) = $4,830,495 for Total State Foundation Aid. 
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Model 1.02: At-Risk Weighting using Title I percentage instead of Free Lunch Students 

This model would change the basis for At-Risk count from Free Lunch Students to the 
percentage of Title I funds. This may require an allotment for At-Risk funding to be determined 
every year. For the model, we used the total amount of At-Risk funding for FY 2025 ($506.7 
million as the basis for the final amount). 

0.06 percent x $506,738,285 = $304,043 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid. 

This equates to 56.5 At-Risk WTD FTE ($325,811 / $5,378 = 56.5) 

900.2 (Current Total WTD FTE) – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 56.5 (Title I Weighted FTE) 
= 932.5 Total Weighted FTE 

932.5 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 832.3 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

832.3 x $5,378 (BASE) = $4,476,110 in Total State Foundation Aid. 

Model 1.03: At-Risk Weighting Using Level 1 ELA or Math State Assessments instead of 
Free Lunch Students 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch students with the higher percentage of 
students who scored a Level 1 on ELA or Math State Assessments. Each USD would get to use 
either ELA or Math State Assessments for this factor, depending on which category they have 
more students in. Then it is multiplied by 0.484 to come up with the Weighted FTE (WTD FTE). 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

Students with a Level 1 in ELA: 20.5 percent         Students with a Level 1 in Math: 24.4 percent 

The percentage of students who scored a 1 on the Math Assessment is higher. 

(24.4% x 500.3 FTE) x 0.484 = 59.1 WTD FTE 

59.1 x $5,378 = $317,840 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 59.1 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 935.1 Total WTD 
FTE 

935.1 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 834.9 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

834.9 x $5,378 = $4,490,092 in Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.04: At-Risk Weighting Using Level 1+2 ELA or Math State Assessments instead 
of Free Lunch Students 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch students with the higher percentage of 
students who scored a Level 1 and Level 2 on ELA or Math State Assessments. Each USD 
would get to use either ELA or Math State Assessments for this factor, depending on which 
category they have more students in. Then it is multiplied by 0.484 to come up with the 
Weighted FTE (WTD FTE). 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

Students with either a Level 1 or 2 in ELA: 50.8 percent 
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Students with either a Level 1 or 2 in Math: 60.8 percent   

The percentage of students who scored a 1+2 on the Math Assessment is higher. 

(60.8% x 500.3 FTE) x 0.484 = 147.2 WTD FTE 

147.2 x $5,378 = $791,642 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 147.2 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 1,023.2 Total WTD 
FTE 

1,023.2 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 923.0 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

923.0 x $5,378 = $4,963,894 in Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.05: At-Risk Weighting Using Level 1 ELA or Math State Assessments instead of 
Free Lunch Students and changing the Factor to 0.597 instead of 0.484 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch students with the higher percentage of 
students who scored a Level 1 on ELA or Math State Assessments. Each USD would get to use 
either ELA or Math State Assessments for this factor, depending on which category they have 
more students in. Then it is multiplied by 0.597 to come up with the Weighted FTE (WTD FTE). 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

Students with a Level 1 in ELA: 20.5 percent          Students with a Level 1 in Math: 24.4 percent 

The percentage of students who scored a 1 on the Math Assessment is higher. 

(24.4% x 500.3) x 0.597 = 72.9 WTD FTE 

72.9 x $5,378 = $392,056 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 72.9 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 948.9 Total WTD 
FTE 

948.9 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 848.7 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

848.7 x $5,378 = $4,564,309 in Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.06: At-Risk Weighting Using Level 1+2 ELA or Math State Assessments instead 
of Free Lunch Students and changing the Factor to 0.299 instead of 0.484 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch students with the higher percentage of 
students who scored a Level 1 and Level 2 on ELA or Math State Assessments. Each USD 
would get to use either ELA or Math State Assessments for this factor, depending on which 
category they have more students in. Then it is multiplied by 0.299 to come up with the 
Weighted FTE (WTD FTE). 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

Students with either a Level 1 or 2 in ELA: 50.8 percent  

Students with either a Level 1 or 2 in Math: 60.8 percent 

The percentage of students who scored a 1+2 on the Math Assessment is higher. 
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(60.8% x 500.3) x 0.299 = 91.0 WTD FTE 

91.0 x $5,378 = $489,398 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 91.0 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 967.0 Total WTD 
FTE 

967.0 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 866.8 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

866.8 x $5,378 = $4,661,650 in Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.07 At-Risk Weighting Using USD Poverty Percentages instead of Free Lunch 
Students 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch students with the percentage of children ages 
5-17 in poverty within the USD (according to the US Census). This FTE would be calculated 
using the USD poverty percentage and the total adjusted enrollment, including Pre-K At-Risk. 
Then that number is multiplied by 0.484 to come up with the Weighted FTE (WTD FTE). 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

Poverty Percentage: 13 percent  

Total Adjusted Enrollment for District #1: 500.3 

500.3 x 13% = 65.04 

65.04 x 0.484 = 31.48 = 31.5 WTD FTE 

31.5 x $5,378 = $169,407 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 31.5 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 907.5 Total WTD 
FTE 

907.5 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 807.3 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

807.3 x $5,378 = $41341,660 in Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.08 At-Risk Weighting Using USD Poverty Percentages instead of Free Lunch 
Students and changing the Factor to 1.766 instead of 0.484 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch students with the percentage of children ages 
5-17 in poverty within the USD (according to the US Census). This FTE would be calculated 
using the USD poverty percentage and the total adjusted enrollment, including Pre-K At-Risk. 
Then that number is multiplied by 1.766 to come up with the Weighted FTE (WTD FTE). 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

Poverty Percentage: 13%  

Total Adjusted Enrollment for District #1: 500.3 

500.3 x 13 % = 65.04 

65.04 x 1.766 = 114.86 = 114.9 WTD FTE 

114.9 x $5,378 = $617,933 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 
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900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 114.9 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 990.9 Total WTD 
FTE 

990.9 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 890.7 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

890.7 x $5,378 = $4,790,185 in Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.09: Average of Free Lunch and Level 1 on the State Assessment 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch Students with the average of Free Lunch and 
Level 1 on the State Assessment. 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

50.0 (Free Lunch Students) + 122.1 (Percentage of Math Level 1 Students) = 172.1 

172.1 / 2 = 86.1 (Average of Free Lunch Students and Math Level 1) 

86.1 x 0.484 = 41.7 (New At-Risk WTD FTE) 

41.7 x $5,378 = $224,263 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 41.7 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 917.7 Total WTD 
FTE 

917.7 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 817.5 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

817.5 x $5,378 = $4,396,515 in Total State Foundation Aid 

Model 1.10 Average of Free Lunch and Level 1 and 2 on the State Assessment 

This model would replace the use of Free Lunch Students with the average of Free Lunch and 
Level 1 and Level 2 on the State Assessment. 

In District 1, that would look like the following: 

50.0 (Free Lunch Students) + 304.2 (Percentage of Math Level 1+Level 2 Students) = 354.2 

354.2 / 2 = 177.1 (Average of Free Lunch Students and Math Level 1+Level 2) 

177.1 x 0.484 = 85.7 (New At-Risk WTD FTE) 

85.7 x $5,378 = $460,895 in At-Risk Funding portion of State Foundation Aid 

900.2 – 24.2 (Current At-Risk WTD FTE) + 85.7 (new At-Risk WTD FTE) = 961.7 Total WTD 
FTE 

961.7 – 100.2 (Special Education WTD FTE) = 861.5 WTD FTE (without Special Education) 

861.5 x $5,378 = $4,633,147 in Total State Foundation Aid 

 

 

 

 


