
High School Graduation Requirements 2023

Has the state established multiple pathways to graduation or multiple diploma options? 

May 2023

This data point captures state diploma options and pathways to graduation that establish separate or additional requirements for students, including advanced coursework, career and technical education, and work-

based learning, among other opportunities. This metric does not capture alternative diplomas or certificates of completion. Information in this comparison was gathered from statute, regulation, and state agency

guidance and resources.  50-State Comparisons on each data point are here.

STATE Has the state established multiple pathways to 

graduation or multiple diploma options?

Source

Alabama Yes.

- Alabama High School Diploma

- International Baccalaureate Diploma Porgramme.

Ala. Admin. Code 290-3-1-.02

Alaska The state offers one diploma option. Alaska Admin. Code tit. 4, § 06.075

Arizona Yes.

- Standard Diploma

- Grand Canyon Diploma

The legislature directed the state board of education to develop competency - based college ready pathways to

graduation by December 31, 2022.

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 15-701.01

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 15-792.03

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 15-203

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 15-795.01

Link

Arkansas The state offers one diploma option. However, parents may waive a student's participation in the Smart Core

curriculum. 

Code Ark. R. 005.28.6 App. A

Link

California The state offers one diploma option. Link
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Colorado Yes. The state requires districts to establish diploma requirements aligned to graduation guidelines. Students may

satisfy diploma requirements through the following pathways.

- Accelerating Students through Concurrent Enrollment

- Early College 

- Pathways in Technology Early College High Schools

- Teacher Recruitment Education and Preparation Program

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 22-2-106 

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 22-35-108

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 22-35-103

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 22-35.3-101 et seq.

Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 22-35-108.5

Connecticut The state offers one diploma option. Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 10-221a

Delaware Yes. Students must complete 3 credits in a career pathway to earn a standard diploma. A pathway is defined as a pre-

planned and sequential courses required for graduation designed to develop knowledge and skills in a particular

career or academic area.

Code Del. Regs. 505

District of

Columbia

The District of Columbia offers one diploma option. However, a local education agency may establish specialized or

career-focused programs or courses of study, which lead to the high school diploma.

D.C. Mun. Regs. tit. 5-A, § 2203

Florida Yes. Students must satisfy course requirements or meet the requirements of one of the following pathways to earn a

standard diploma:

- Career and Technical Education Pathway

- International Baccalaureate

- Advanced International Certificate of Education

- Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL)

Fla. Stat. Ann. § 1003.4282 

Fla. Stat. Ann. § 1002.3105

Georgia Yes. Students may satisfy course requirements or meet the requirements of the following pathway to earn a standard

diploma. 

- Career, Technical and Agricultural Education Pathways

Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 160-4-2-.48

Hawaii The state offers one diploma option. Hawaii Board of Education Policy 102-15

Link

Idaho Yes. Students may satisfy the requirements for a standard diploma through course requirements or one of the

following options. 

- Flexible Schedule

- Extended Learning Opportunities

Students may also satisfy the requirements for one of the following diploma types. 

- Workforce Readiness and Career and Technical Education Diploma 

- STEM Diploma

Idaho Code Ann. § 33-6102

Idaho Code Ann. § 33-6402

Idaho Code Ann. § 33-526

Idaho Code Ann. § 33-523
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Illinois The state offers one diploma option. 105 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 5/27-22

Link

Indiana Yes.

- Core 40 Diploma

- Core 40 with Academic Honors

- Core 40 with Technical Honors

Ind. Code Ann. § 20-19-2-21

511 Ind. Admin. Code 6-7.1-5

511 Ind. Admin. Code 6-7.1-6

511 Ind. Admin. Code 6-7.1-7

Link

Iowa The state offers one diploma option. Link

Kansas The state offers one diploma option. Kan. Admin. Regs. 91-31-35

Kentucky The state offers one diploma option. 704 Ky. Admin. Regs. 3:305

Louisiana Yes.

- TOPS University Diploma

- Jump Start TOPS Tech Career Diploma

28 La. Admin. Code Pt CXV, 2318

28 La. Admin. Code Pt CXV, 2319

Maine The state offers one diploma option. Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 20-A, § 4722

Maryland The state offers one diploma option. Md. Code Regs. 13A.03.02.03

Md. Code Regs. 13A.03.02.04 

Md. Code Regs. 13A.03.02.05

Massachusetts The state offers one diploma option. Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 69 § 1D

Michigan The state offers one diploma option. Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 380.1278a

Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 380.1278b

Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 380.1166

Minnesota The state offers one diploma option. Minn. Stat. Ann. § 120B.024
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Mississippi The state offers one diploma option. Miss. Code. Ann. § 37-16-7

Code Miss. R. 7-3-36

Mississippi State Board of Education Policy Manual, Chapter 36: Graduation Requirements

Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards 2022

Mississippi DOE Diploma with Endorsements Options

Missouri Yes.

- Standard Diploma

- Alternative, Performance-Based Graduation

5 Mo. Code Regs. Ann. 20-100.190 

Link

Montana The state offers one diploma option. MT ADC 10.55.905

Nebraska The state offers one diploma option. 92 Neb. Admin. Code Ch. 10, 003

Nevada Yes. 

- Standard Diploma

- Advanced Diploma

- College and Career Ready Diploma

Nev. Admin. Code 390.440

Nev. Admin. Code 390.430

Nev. Admin. Code 390.443

Link

New

Hampshire

The state offers one diploma option.

New Jersey The state offers one diploma option. N.J. Admin. Code § 6A:8-5.1

N.J. Admin. Code § 18A:35-1

New Mexico The state offers one diploma option. N.M. Stat. Ann. § 22-13-1.1

New York Yes.

- Regents Diploma

- Advanced Regents Diploma

- Local diploma

N.Y. Comp. Codes R. & Regs. tit. 8, § 100.5
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North

Carolina

Yes. Students must select one of the three courses of study to earn a standard diploma:

- Career preparation course of study 

- College technical preparation course of study

- College/university preparation course of study 

16 N.C. Admin. Code 6D.0503

North Carolina State Board of Education Policy GRAD-004

North Dakota The state offers one diploma option. N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 15.1-21-02.2

Ohio Yes. 

- Ohio Diploma

- Academic Honors Diploma

- International Baccalaureate Honors Diploma

- Career Tech Honors Diploma

- STEM Honors Diploma

- Arts Honors Diploma

- Social Science and Civic Engagement Honors Diploma

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 3313.61

Link

Oklahoma Yes. 

Core Curriculum Diploma 

College Preparatory/Work Ready Curriculum Diploma 

Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 70, § 11-103.6

Link

Oregon The state offers one diploma option. Or. Admin. R. 581-022-2000

Pennsylvania Yes. 

Keystone

CTE Concentrator

22 Pa. Code § 4.24

24 Pa. Stat. Ann. § 1-121

Rhode Island The state offers one diploma option. However, students in an approved CTE program are granted additional flexibility

in satisfying course requirements. 

Effective with the class of 2028, students may earn a Diploma Plus Credentials, which is earned by satisfying standard

diploma requirements and completing learning experiences that are validated through credentials recognized in

school accountability and include, but are not limited to, dual and concurrent enrollment credit, industry recognized

credentials as established by CTE program standards, and a qualifying score of three or higher on an Advanced

Placement exam.

200-RICR-20-10-2

200 R.I. Code R. 20-10-2.3

Link

South Carolina The state offers one diploma option. However, students are required to declare an area of academic focus, also known

as a career major, within a cluster of study before the end of the second semester of their tenth - grade year.

S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-234

South Dakota The state offers one diploma option. However, all students in grades 9 through 12 must have a personal learning plan

and earn a high school diploma in which coursework aligns with the student's personal learning plan.

S.D. Admin. R. 24:43:11:01

S.D. Admin. R. 24:43:11:02
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Tennessee The state offers one diploma option. Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0520-01-03-.06

Link

Texas The state offers one diploma option. However, students must complete the curriculum requirements for at least one

endorsement.

Tex. Educ. Code Ann. § 28.025 

19 Tex. Admin. Code § 74.11

Utah The state offers one diploma option. Utah Admin. Code r. R277-700-6

Link

Vermont Yes. The state offers one diploma option. Students may meet graduation requirements through the following

pathways:

- Dual enrollment

- Early college

- Virtual/blended learning

- Work - based learning

- Career and technical education

- Personalized learning

Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 16, § 941

Link

Virginia Yes.

- Standard Diploma 

- Advanced Studies Diploma

8 Va. Admin. Code 20-131-51

Washington Yes. Students must meet the requirements of at least one of the eight graduation pathway options to earn a standard

diploma:

- Statewide High School Assessments

- Dual Credit Courses 

- Transition Courses 

- Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or Cambridge International

- SAT or ACT

- Combination of one of the above options for both math and English language arts

- Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)

- CTE Course Sequence 

- Performance-Based Learning Experience

Wash. Admin. Code 180-51-068

Wash. Admin. Code 180-51-230

WA H.B. 1308 (2023)
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30

21

West Virginia Yes. All students must identify and participate in coursework related to a career cluster in their personal education

plan to satisfy the requirements for a standard diploma:

- Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources

- Architecture and Construction

- Arts, A/V Technology, and Communication

- Business Management and Administration

- Education and Training

- Finance

- Government and Public Administration

- Health Sciences

- Hospitality and Tourism

- Human Services

- Information Technology

- Law, Public Safety, Corrections, and Security

- Manufacturing

- Marketing

- Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics

- 'Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics

W. Va. Code R. 126-42-6

Wisconsin Yes. 

- Standard Diploma 

- Technical Education Diploma

Wis. Stat. Ann. § 118.33

Wyoming The state offers one diploma option. Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 21-2-304

Total answers One diploma option:

Yes:
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