
1. 2017 American Educational Research Association Meta-Analysis (attached PDF) 

Description of the study: 

Despite calls to expand early childhood education (ECE) in the United States, 

questions remain regarding its medium- and long-term impacts on educational 

outcomes. We use meta-analysis of 22 high-quality experimental and quasi-

experimental studies conducted between 1960 and 2016 to find that on average, 

participation in ECE leads to statistically significant reductions in special education 

placement (d = 0.33 SD, 8.1 percentage points) and grade retention (d = 0.26 SD, 

8.3 percentage points) and increases in high school graduation rates (d = 0.24 SD, 

11.4 percentage points). These results support ECE’s utility for reducing education-

related expenditures and promoting child well-being. 

This study is useful because it is a meta-analysis of so many other studies. It has a great list of 

references to all the other research that exists. 

 

2. 2019 Learning Policy Institute Untangling the Evidence on Preschool Effectiveness 

(attached PDF) 

This report presents the evidence on the effects of preschool, finding that well-implemented 

programs support substantial early learning gains and can have lasting impacts throughout 

school. 

This particular study is relevant as it addresses the Tennessee study that has been referenced 

several times in the K-12 Education Funding Task Force discussion. 

 

3. Highscope Perry Preschool Project (link) 

https://highscope.org/project/perry-preschool-study/ 

This is the mother of all research studies on the benefits of high-quality early learning. It is a 

longitudinal study which followed participants for 40 years and documented ROI of $12.90 per 

dollar invested. 

 

4.  Two studies related to TOP Early Learning Centers in Wichita, KS (link + attached PDF) 

https://topelc.com/wp-

content/uploads/2021/08/Early_Childhood_Education_The_Long_Term_Benefits.pdf         

This is a peer-reviewed longitudinal study of the benefits of early childhood education using 

Kansas data. 

The attached PDF is the TOP Early Learning Centers Longitudinal Study pdf. It is the KCCTF 

report on the longitudinal study linked above. This is a helpful companion piece as it delves into 

how the longitudinal study was conducted. The ROI statistics listed in this report date back to 

2018. Currently, the TOP ELC website is showing a $16 return on every dollar invested in early 

learning, however it is not a separate handout. 

https://highscope.org/project/perry-preschool-study/
https://topelc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Early_Childhood_Education_The_Long_Term_Benefits.pdf
https://topelc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Early_Childhood_Education_The_Long_Term_Benefits.pdf


5. Position Paper from the Children’s Cabinet (link)         

https://topelc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FINAL_-_Full_Day_Care_Position_Paper.pdf 

This is also on the TOP Early Learning Centers website and is a position paper published before 

Director Rooker’s tenure began at the Children's Cabinet. 

 

6. KSDE Approved List for Evidence-Based Practices Programs (attached PDF) 

The KSDE list of evidence-based practices and resources for use of at-risk funds includes a 

number of listings related to early childhood, Pre-K, etc. 
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