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Safe Routes to School (SRTS) project types, available funding and demand

Safe Routes to School is funded through the Transportation Alternatives (TA) program and

through our state-funded SRTS Planning and Programming initiative. TA-SRTS typically funds
construction projects based on what was identified in an approved SRTS Plan but can also be
used for planning and programming activities, e.g. bicycle safety education, walking school bus,
etc. KDOT receives approximately $16.5M/year for TA.

State funding has been used to award communities on the development of a SRTS plan that can
then be used to guide work on engineering, education, encouragement, enforcement, and
evaluation activities. 5 communities on average per year are awarded this opportunity.

TA call for projects are typically held every two years with approximately $32M available each
call. The next call will be February 2026. The SRTS Planning and Programming call for
applications is held once a year in the spring with awards made in the summer. The planning
cycle then runs for the school year.

Both programs are competitive and popular with more applications received than we can
award. The last cycle of SRTS Planning and Programming brought in 11 applications and only 5
will be awarded. The 2024 cycle of TA call for projects received 41 applications and 31 projects
were selected.

Cost Share Program: K-12 School Applicants

Since the beginning of Cost Share in Fall 2019, KDOT has awarded 186 projects across the state.
Attached is a list of all awarded communities (blue header), organized by county. The second list
shows all applicants (green header) and their project titles. This list includes projects with a K12
objective or where a school was in the title.

To date, Cost Share has awarded nearly $11m to school-related projects and there have been
$18m in unawarded projects. Cost Share is an extremely oversubscribed program with
communities requesting, on average, five-to-seven times more than the money available.

It is difficult to quantify the exact number of projects that have affected schools. Many projects,
especially in more rural communities, impact the entire transportation system which makes
travel safer to schools, but was not the main objective of the project.

Please note: Some communities applied for the same project multiple times but are only shown
once on this list.


https://saferoutes.ksdot.gov/
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Crash Data and Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment

In the Vulnerable Road User (VRU) Safety Assessment, KDOT found that across all area types,
VRU (pedestrian and cyclist) crashes were more common near schools, with those in urban
areas being the most overrepresented in the crash data. With representation ratios, anything
above a 1.0 means overrepresented. Two relevant snippets from the technical report are copied
below. You’ll see that only rural areas that are not near schools were under 1.0.

Local KA VRU Crash Representation Ratio by Area Type
and School Proximity
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Figure 22: Local KA Crashes by Area Type and Proximity to Schools

State Road KA VRU Crash Representation Ratio by Area
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Figure 35: State KA Crashes by Area Type and Proximity to Schools
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When KDOT’s Bureau of Transportation Safety developed the VRUSA priority network they used
a % mile buffer from a K-12 school as a risk factor in the systemic risk analysis and the network
identification process. The Kansas Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessment Tool includes a

“near school selector” and it also includes layers for K-12 schools and crash history. Here is a
snippet of the Topeka area as an example. In this example, “within buffer of school” is selected
on the left, and in the layers, we turned on K-12 schools and crash data and turned all other
layers off. This tool may be helpful if the task force is looking for specific geographic information.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fstories%2Fd2f84d52c22b44d983c3907dcaf76f4b&data=05%7C02%7CCatherine.Magana%40ks.gov%7C803f4907126c420b00fe08dd98b2e0be%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C638834616534000500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=if7%2FEi77z0Pxf1S6UFeJrIUdyvDlWNDLnG%2FTd83jmu0%3D&reserved=0
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VRU Priority Carridors were established through a process of identifying locations where pedestrian and cyclist injury from crashes occurred and where risk factors for these types of crashes were recceurring.

Agencies should consider safety eountermeasures invalving education, enforcement, engineering, or emergency response for these corridors. In total, four priority levels were established as follows: Total within City: 7.24 miles
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