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.Mlster Chalrman and members of. the Commtttee my name is Mlke Hammond and | serve as. the Executlve';' o
- Director of the Association of Community Mental Health Centers of Kansas, Inc. The Association appreciates the -
e opportumty to submlt this. wntten testlmony in support of H. B. 2789 creatlng the Jomt Commlttee on. KanCare o
SR Oversrght ' , : .

RS rThe Assoclatlon represents the 27 Ilcensed Communlty Mentat Health: Centers (CMHCs) in Kansas who prowde
- home and community-based, as well as outpatient mental health services in all 105 counties in Kansas, 24-hours
w g day, seven days a week. In Kansas, CMHCs: are the local Mental Health Authorities coordinating the delivery of
- publicly funded community-based mental health services. As part of ||censmg regulations, CMHCs ‘are required to
- provide services to all Kansans needing-them, regardless of their. ability to pay. This makes the community-
- for - mental health system the * 'safety net’ for Kansans W|th mental health needs, coIIectlvely serving 123,000 Kansans' '
AN W|th mentat liness. .~ . . ‘ , | -

o ‘As you are aware the Adm|n|strat|on has proposed KanCare an ambltlous approach through |mproved care
~coordination and reduced fragmentation across- programs to improve .overall health. outcomes for Medicaid .
.- -beneficiaries and to slow the growth of Medicaid expenditures. All while preserving Medicaid rates, eligibility and -
. benefits. We agree that path we are on today is not sustainable and we are appreciative of the: opportunity the
27 Administration has given us for dialogue and-input on their proposal.  This is an important pollcy dlrect|on forthe
BRRY —-State of Kansas that has recerved and should continue to receive meanlngful attentton S -

S Of course the dewl is in the detall and that detail wil be in the contract between the State and each MCO, as weII )
- oasin how each contract is |mptemented No matter how well you plan for systems transformation, there rnewtably L
. wiltbe struggtes challenges and. probtems along the way. Ensuring there i adequate and effective oversight in
.+ the Executive Branch as well as the Legislative Branch will be critical. With that oversight, we are hopeful Kansas
.- . canavoid the: mrstakes of other States, and if not avoid them entirely, make the necessary adjustments during -
o ',lmplementatlon to minimize negatwe outcomes on Kansans . :

_T = n'the end access to care when it is needed and at the rlght amount I8 paramount We WI|| remaln strong in our
s advocacy to ensure that contlnues to occur in the new world of managed care. .

The Assocrat[on and its members urge you to report out favorably H.B. 2789 for passage Thank you for the
o h,opportunlty to submlt this written testlmony : : :



