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TESTIMONY to the House Commerce & Economrc Development Commrttee

';_ . Andy Sanchez ’ . '_" ;

“ knegatrve term when rn fact qualrfred and skrlled are the oals

L Effrcrency, Farr and Open Competrtlog | : ;
Next we should con5|der that PLA’s were borne out-of ¢ need” and not to give
."unron contractors an advantage PLA’s were\’\/eveloped to outlrne terms and

N ‘nsumer, they must welgh the cost wrth the value ofth House Commerce & Economic

ln Opp05|t|on to HB2515 By Andy Sanchez, Exec Sec-Treasurer, KS AFL-CIO

January 26 2012

Mr Chalrman and members of the commrttee thank you for thls opportumty to S 7f~~
appear before you today and share our view on HB 2515 Although we onIy had o
one day to assess the blll the Kansas AFL—CIO would have to oppose thrs brII The .
brll before you today seeks to remedy problems that really do not exrst and
actually goes counter to accomplrshmg the purposes set out |n the brll lnherent in-
HB 2515 isa focus on Effrcrency, Fa|r and. Open Competrtron and a notron that the
use of Prorect Labor Agreements (PLA’s) mvolves some sort of drscrlmrnatron or

malfeasance Addressmg the latter flrst PLA’s are srmply a tooI to meet the needs N

of an mdustry (constructron) where brdders erI know what is expected of them

whether they be umon or non umon HB 2515 uses the term “pre- hlrv"”‘:'asa :

condrtrons whereby constructlon specrfrcatlons and standards are met :
does and should grve an advantage to esponsrbl contractors that srmply means o
responsrble to the needs ofthe customer PLA’s are a voluntary collaboratlve
effort on behalf of a customer and a general contractor wrth delrberate rntent for
the effrcrent and effectlve completron of a prOJect Sl e

HB 2515 in Sec 2 Parts (d) (e) and (f) uses language such as’ certam terms and.- : IR
certam condltrons wrthout defmrng what that rs Entltres of government as they L
are referred to in the brll have a moral obhgatron and responsrbrlrty to the publrc, ol
PLA’s help to meet that obllgatlon Publlc offrcrals have a stake because their- .
lntegrlty is called into questron |f they award a contract based solely on the Iowest

] bld Past expenence and. hrstory mayjustrfy that they reason thelr decrsrons based

on the thlngs that could gowrong, and mdeed have gone wrong ere any
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A';_f' prOJect comes in’ over budget or behlnd schedule publlc offrcrals bear the s
) responsnblllty of thelr decrsron.» We offer that dehvery of. poor quallty pro;ects can
‘result |n cost overruns that may be the equrvalent of: domg a pro;ect twrce That

» concern

Agaln, PLA’s were fostered out of mutual mterests as a resuIt of the responsxblllty

0 brmg a prOJect from desrgn to reallty Such agreements beneflt the local -
' communlty, otherW|se they would not exrst today In addltlon we at- the Kansas :
,' AFL-CIO see no need to further mfrmge upon the soverelgnty of Iocal government
'f'entutles after aII Kansas is aIready a rlght to work state ‘We. belleve the use of ‘
" PLA’s are what |s rlght W|th the procurement process and asklng governmental

entltles to compromlse thelr standards |s counter-pf oductlve. Wev espectfully ask




