ELECTIONS AND ETHICS

Executive Branch Employee Meals

HB 2080 relates in large part to meals provided to Executive Branch state officers or
employees from a source outside of state government. The bill does the following:

® Allows a state officer or employee to accept a free or special discount meal
from outside state government when the meal is provided at an event or
meeting where the person’s presence serves a legitimate state purpose or
interest and the person’s employer agency authorizes their attendance;

® Allows these state officers or employees to accept any meal valued at $25
or less; and
® Allows the Governor’s spouse and immediate family members to accept

meals provided at an event or meeting when their presence serves a
legitimate state purpose or interest.

Campaign Finance; Election Petitions; and Election Staff

Senate Sub. for HB 2081 makes a number of changes in campaign finance and elections
statutes.
Telephone Campaign Advertisements

The bill defines as a class C misdemeanor crime any paid campaign advertisement made
by telephonic means which expressly advocates the nomination, election or defeat of a clearly
identified candidate for state or local office when the advertisement is not followed by a statement
indicating who paid for or sponsored the ad.
Solicitation of Contributions During Legislative Session

The bill amends prior law, which prohibited legislators and others from soliciting
contributions during the Legislative Session, by limiting the prohibition to “knowingly” soliciting
such contributions.
Petitions

Regarding various election petitions required or authorized as part of a procedure applicable
to the state, any legislative district, or any of several local governments, the bill changes the time

frame for the county counselor, county attorney, or district attorney to furnish a written opinion
regarding a petition from five calendar days 1o five business days.
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Senate Sub for: HB 2081 (cont)‘ 5

The blll also amends the recal! law applymg 10 elected ofﬂcxals to clarlfy the time" framef-‘-':'

. \when mandamus or injunction, prooeedmgs mustibe: brought to WIthm 30 days- of the oompletion

of the review of the adequacy of the recall pe’utlon by the Secretary of State in: regard to state -

',’; e!ected officials orby the county. or: district attomey in: regard to local elected ofﬁcnals .The: blll also |
“requires-notice of this recall petmon demsron be delivered to the ofﬂcer who is the subject of the I
BN ;recal[ IR e S : 4 s : PR

| Eléction Staff Allocation . .

campaign finance repo

e requrrements and certlflcatlon of optlcal scannmg; R
‘ s:_the followmg i
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Senate Sub. for HB 2081 (cont)

) Deletes a provision authorizing a county’s voters to petition and vote on
whether {o adopt a system using optical scanning equipment in the county.
Elimination of this provision leaves the decision to the board of county
commissioners and the county election officer.

e Revises and updates language addressing the public testing of voting
equipment before and after each election.

° Requires the supervising judge either to ensure that the number of ballots
equals the number of volers shown on the poll book or {o report in writing
a discrepancy to the county election officer. (Prior law required an election
judge to ensure the number of ballots does not exceed the number of voters
shown or report excess numbers to the county election officer.)

® Updates language regarding the crime of optical scanning equipment
fraud. , :
e Requires that optical 'scanning equipment and related systems approved

by the Secretary of State: (a) provide notification when the voter has cast
: more votes than authorized, and (b) meet the requirements of the federal
| Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) and other related federal laws and
regulations. ‘

| Direct Recording Electronic Voting System Updates

The bill updates the laws dealing with direct recording electronic (DRE) voting systems and
repeals laws that provided for lever machines and punch card ballots. A partial list of requirements
includes the foliowing:

® Deletes a provision authorizing a county’s voters to petition and vote on
whether to adopt a system using electronic or electromechanical voting
systems in the county. Elimination of this provision leaves the decision to
| the board of county commissioners and county election officer.

@ Clarifies that the Secretary of State's examination of electronic voting
systems is to include operating systems, firmware and software, and that
the Secretary of State must certify such a system before it is used at any
election.

® Clarifies the exception to the requirement that voting in absolute secrecy
be provided, in relation to such voting systems, to indicate the exception
applies to persons who request assistance due to temporary illness or
disability or a lack of proficiency in reading the English language.

® Requires that electronic or electromechanical voting systems approved by

the Secretary of State comply with the federal Help America Vote Act of
2002 (HAVA) and other related federal law.
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s S o B o Senate Sub for! HB 2081 (cont)-""i
o | g 0 : 'l')Authorlzes the. Secretary of State to acqurre electronic votmg systems only_» S

to-assist ‘counties’ in‘meeting the HAVA: requrrement that-each: pollmg place_ o -
- Ahave at. least one\votmg dewce accessrble to lndlwdua!s wrth drsabllltles

"{o» ’ ‘:Updates the deﬂnmon of “electronrc or electromechamcal votmg system' i
frapd™ ) LI : : : o s

- »i.-Repeals Chapter 25 Artlcle 13, Wthh provrdes for lever machrnes and
-.;punch card ballots L e ‘

A regxstered Kansas voter or.

o A member of the candldate S 1mmed1ate famr!y Of::

o A person younger than 18 but at least 14 years of’ age who meets L
all other requn'ements for qualification as a voter S ‘ a

® : Requrres authorlzed poll agents to wear a badge contalmng specrﬂed
information. . .
|
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HE 2128 (cont)
Corrupt Political Advertising

The bill:

° Amends statutes in order to conform more closely with the definition of
“corrupt political advertising” in the statute with the campaign finance
statute on the same issue by doing the following: '

o Clarifies that a publication or broadcast that “expressly advocates
the nomination, election or defeat of any candidate” must be followed
by the words or statement “advertisement” or “adv” or it is corrupt
political advertising. '

o Revises the requirement regarding broadcasts - aimed at
influencing a vote, including the vote on questions submitted as a
proposition to amend the Constitution, to authorize the issuance of
bonds, or any other question submitted at an election — to include
the statement “Paid for” or “Sponsored by’ followed by name of
the sponsoring organization and the name of the chairperson or
treasurer of the organization, or name of the person responsible for
the advertisement.

o Adds a requirement that the publication of brochures, fliers or
other political fact sheets aimed at influencing vartious “questions
submitted” include the statement “Paid for” or “Sponsored by”
followed by the name of the sponsoring organization and the name
of the chairperson or treasurer of the organization, or the name of
the person responsible for the advertisement. Absence of such a
statement constitutes corrupt political advertising.

e Revises the language contained in the Campaign Finance Act statute —
regarding brochure publications aimed at express advocacy for or against
a clearly identified candidate for state or local office — to require these
publications include a statement providing the name of the sponsoring
organization that paid for or sponsored the publication.

Advance Voting Suppression
The bill creates the new crime of advance voting suppression, a level 9, nonperson felony.

The bill defines “advance voting suppression” as knowingly, with intent to impede, obstruct or
exert undue influence on the election process by:

) Destroying or altering another person’s advance ballot without written
consent of the registered voter; ‘

® Obstructing the delivery of the advance ballot to the voter, or obstructing
the return of the competed ballot to the county election officer;

Kansas Legislative Research Department 50 2007 Summary of Legisiation

'
B S
R

81



o Failing
' ‘ .busmess days or

adehver.:a advance ballot to the county e!ectton ofﬁcer WIthln two ;.
fore the close of polls on: electlon day, R -

e stmg undue mﬂuence on‘an advance voter in app!ymg for dehvermg, or-'
£ .markmg an advance baliot or : ' '

: f'fo:ct . Opemng an advance ballot envelope sealed by the veter (examlnlng or o
el ;«-_-jdxsclosmg the contents except as: requn’ed by ofﬁc:al dutles S‘;prescrlbed e

. - The bil prov:des that lf the Employment Security Trust Fund balance falls below a
prescnbed amount, in’ any. subsequent years, the reduction is ehmmated and the retes return to
the prev:ous percentages - : o :
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