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¥o! Senate Transportation Committee
From: Larry W, Bmith, 1. & K. Services, g, President
Date: 173172012

Re: HE 2458; Penalties for violating size and weight taws, sxceptions.

Chairman Umbarger and membars of the committes:

Thank you for the apportisnity to present testimony in support of HB 2458, On pehalf of my
camgany, L. & K, Services, Ing ag well as the Kansas Chapter of NSWMA, 1 am luoking for
cladfication In K.5.4 B-1901{e}), that was passad i L1986, Your consideration of the folloving
informiatibn woidd be appreciabesd,

3

I the hauling induskry, we bave very little conteol or kiowigdne of the waight of the
rraterial that is (oaded into our frucks of containers. Our containers are emptied
enzcharically by the trick alsking it inipessible to gasge the welght of the material foaded
mgide. As our routas ace ran and trash is loade! into 6ur tracks, we have no way of
keaping track of ar walghing the truck througheut the day,

Weather conditions directly impact the weight of the trash that is picked up. On 2 day
whee it ralng or snows, the teash becomas soaked in msfsiure and addy a graat deal o the
weight of the truck, We have also found that wet trash usually packs tighter than trash
that is dry. While we might be careying the same size fond, chances arg it will wel gh a
great deal more, ) _

In 1986, I was part of 8 droup of haulers that knbbisd for the exception in K.5.A. 8-
190L(a). Once the bilk had bean passed, we ware told that we wanld be alfowed 20,000
pounds par axle. AL the time, | gsked for vedfication Troem a couple of pur reprasentatives.
[ can ramembaer that they seamad to be a Jittle hit uncloar oo sxactly what tha Bill waould
allow for. They assured me that they would go back to the coramittee Lo clarily, o,
again, I left Topaka thinking that we would be tegal to haul 20,000 pounds per axle. It
wasnt inlil 3 vear or so later, when ane of my trycks was stopped and tigketed, that |
faurid out that it had ot hedén nade axactly clear.

Our tardam axle trucks are 21 feet long which mapns that (egally, actording to the bridge
taw, we cany only haul 51,500 pounds, Our trucks are built heavye in ordar to withstand the
packing pressures associated with our ling of wark, We ask that vou conslder thig
exemption of 60,000 pounds for 3 axles and 40,000 for 2 axles, regardiess of axle
spacing, so that we can actually Toad our trucks the way they have been désignad,

{ thank you agaln for your conslderation and [ woult be happy te answer any questions,

Larzy
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