TESTIMONY BEFORE THE KANSAS STATE LEGISLATURE -
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
House Bill 2432: Providing For a Ducks Unlimited License Plate
Tuesday, February 07, 2012, 1:30 PM Room 783-DSOB

Representative Hayzlett, Representative Prescott, Representative Wetta and members of the
House Standing Committee on Transportation:

My name is Gary Mellard of Overland Park KS. T am the State Chairman of Kansas Ducks
Unlimited. I am joined by Robert Satoff of Topeka KS, a member of the Ducks Unlimited Board

of Directors and a Past State Chairman of Kansas Ducks Unlimited; John Ritchie of St. George

KS, the Ducks Unlimited Regional Director for Northern Kansas; and Russell Hawley of

Baldwin City XS, the Ducks Unlimited Regional Director for Eastern Kansas.

We thank you for allowing me to share Ducks Unlimited’s missiof;, vision and how we envision
a Ducks Unlimited Kansas motor vehicle license plate be of benefit to Ducks Unlimited and the

people of Kansas.

" - DU got its start in 1937 during the Dust Bow] when North America’s drought-plagued waterfowl
populations had plunged to unprecedented lows. Determined not to sit idly by as the continent’s
waterfowl dwindled beyond recovery, a small group of sportsmen joined together to form an
~ organization that became known as Ducks Unlimited. -

DU’s mission is to conserve, restore, and manage wetlands and associated habitats for North
America’s waterfowl. These habitats also benefit other wildlife and people.

Thanks to decades of abiding by that single mission, Ducks Unlimited is now the world’s largest
and most effective private waterfowl and wetlands conservation organization. DU is able to
multilaterally deliver its work through a series of partnerships with private individuals,
landowners, agencies, scientific communities and other entities. L

Waterfow] conservation is facing important challenges as wetlands and other habitats are being
degraded and destroyed across the continent. Ducks Unlimited has a vision to reverse this trend.

The vision of Ducks Unlimited is wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today,
tomorrow and forever. DU achieves our vision through diverse public and private partnerships
to address the full range of factors that continue to erode waterfowl habitat across North

America. | :

‘Ducks Unlimited is a grassroots, volunteer-based organization. Its members are conservationists
and outdoor enthusiasts who live primarily throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico.

DU volunteers host more than 4,000 grassroots fundraising events annually across the Unites
States, such as member and sponsor banquets, shooting and fishing tournaments, and golf
outings. Event dollars represent some of DU’s most important sources of revenue. Since event
dollars are typically unrestricted, DU is able to spend these funds in our highest priority areas
and use them to leverage additional funds from other sources. '



Last year, the 15,000 Kansas Ducks Unlimited members raised over $1.1 million, Of the dollars
raised by Ducks Unlimited, over 80 percent goes directly on the ground for waterfow! and
wetlands conservation and education. Ducks Unlimited, Inc. is tax exempt under section 501
(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Our tax identification number is: 13-5643799.

The first map attached to this testimony displays the Ducks Unlimited projects across North
America. Since 1937, DU has completed more than 20,000 projects and conserved over 12 -

million acres in North America.

The second map shows DU projects across Kansas. Through DU, a total of almost 18,000 acres
have been conserved in Kansas.

We thank Rep Hoffman for introducing HB 2342, Providing For a Ducks Unlimited License
Plate. Many states have such a DU license plate and we look forward to joining that list. This is
our tentative Kansas Ducks Unlimited license plate proposal:

The DU “Duckhead” logo is immediately recognized across North America. This license plate
will allow our members to display their DU loyalty and will provide immediate recognition of
the State of Kansas to other DU members across the Nation. While some states have used more
elaborate, multi-color designs, Kansas Ducks Unlimited believes that a simple, yet eye-catching
design provides the most recognition combined with maximizing the financial benefit to our
ultimate cause — the conservation of wetlands. '



Kansas Ducks Unlimited respectfully requests that this Committee note that one item of the
«Fiscal Note for HB 24332 by Representative Hoffman”, from Mr. Steven J. Anderson, Director
~ of the Budget, dated January 24, 2012 does not exactly comply with KSA 80-1,141, as follows:

The sentence; “The Department indicates that the sponsor of a new specialty plate is required to
provide the $20,000 nonrefundable fee under the provisions of KSA 80-1,141 for the purpose of
defraying the cost to develop the new plate.”, ‘ :

should be: “The Department indicates that the sponsor of a new specialty plate is required to
provide a nonrefundable fee not fo exceed $20,000 under the provisions of KSA 80-1,141 for the
purpose of defraying the cost to develop the new plate.” to comply with the provisions of KSA
80-1,141. We have provided a copy KSA 80-1.141 - “Distinctive license plates; procedures for -
issuance; requirements; fees; exceptionsi discontinuance of certain plates” with the pertinent text
highlighted, and a copy of the Fiscal Note, with the text in question highlighted.

Thank you for allowing us to testify before your committee. And, a special “Thank you” to
Representative Hoffman for introducing HB 2432. Above all, thank you for your support of

“The Ducks”.

We will answer any questions you may have.



Ducks Unlimited Projects — North America



DU Habitat Projects in Kansas
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8-1,141
Chapter 8.--AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES
Article 1.-GENERAL PROVISIONS

8-1,141. Distinctive license plates; procedure for issuance; requirements; fees; exceptions; discontinuance
of certain plates. (a) Any new distinctive license plate authorized for issuance on and after July 1, 1994, shall be
subject to the personalized license plate fee prescribed by subsection (¢) of K.S.A. 8-132, and amendments thereto.
This section shall not apply to any distinctive license plate authorized prior to July 1, 1994,

(b) The director of vehicles shall not issue any new distinctive license plate authorized for issuance on and after
July 1, 1995, unless there is a guarantee of an initial issuance of at least 500 license plates,

(¢) The provisions of this section shall not apply to distinctive license plates issued under the provisions of
K.S8.A. 8-1,145, or K.8.A. 2009 Supp. 8-177d, and amendments thereto, .

{d) The provisions of subsection (a), shall not apply to distinctive license plates issued under the provisions of
K.S.A. 8-1,146 or 8-1,148, and amendments thereto, or K.8.A. 2009 Supp. 8-1,153, 8-1,158 0r8 1,161, and

amendments thereto.

() The provisions of subsection {f) shall not apply to distinctive license plates issued under the provisions of
K.5.A. 2009 Supp. 8-1,160, and amendments thereto, except that the division shall delay the manufacturing and
issuance of such distinctive license plate until the division has received not less than 1,000 orders for such plate,
including payment of the personalized license plate fee required under subsection (a). Upon certification by the
director of vehicles to the director of accounts and reports that not less than 1,000 paid orders for such plate have
been received, the director of accounts and reports shall transfer $40,000 from the state highway fund to the

distinctive license plate fund.

(D (1) Any person or organization sponsoring any distinctive license plate authorized by the legislature on and
after July 1, 2004, shall submit to the division of vehicles ¢ , to defray
the division's cost for developing such distinctive license plate.

(2) All moneys received under this subsection shall be remitted by the secretary of revenue to the state treasurer
in accordance with the provisions of K.S.A. 75-4215, and amendrnents thereto. Upon receipt of each such
remittance, the state treasurer shall deposit the entire amount in the state treasury to the credit of the distinctive
license plate fund which is hereby created in the state treasury. All moneys credited to the distinctive license plate
fund shall be used by the department of revenue only for the purpose associated with the development of distinctive
license plates. All expenditures from the distinctive license plate application fee fund shall be made in accordance
with appropriation acts, upon warrants of the director of accounts and reports issued pursuant to vouchers approved

by the secretary of the department of revenue.

(g) (1} Except for educational institution lcense plates issued under K.S.A. 8-1,142, and amendments thereto,
the director of vehicles shail discontinue the issuance of any distinctive license plate authorized prior to July 1,
2004, and which is subject to the provisions of subsection (b} if:

(A) Less than 500 lmense plates, including annual renewals, are issued for that distinctive license plate by July
1, 2006; and

(B) less than 250 license plates, including annual renewals, are issued for that distinctive license plate durmg
any subsequent two-year period after July 1, 2006.

(2} The director of vehicles shal] discontinue the issuance of any distinctive license plate authonzed on and
after July 1, 2004, if:

(A) Less than 500 plates, including annual renewals, are issued for that distinctive license plate by the end of
the second year of sales; and

(B) less than 250 license plates, including annual renewals, are issued for that distinctive license plate dﬁrin'g
any subsequent two-year period.

History: L. 1994, ch. 12, § 2; L. 1995, ch. 84, § 2; L. 1997, ch. 40, § 2; L. 1999, ch. 125, § 10; L. 2004, ch.
170, § 1; L. 2007, ch. 161, § 2; L. 2008, ch. 59, § 2; L. 2009, ch. 89, § 4; Apr. 23.
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Famuary 24, 2612

The Honerable Cavy Havzlet, Chaperson
Heuse Copmittee on Transporiation
Sratehonse, Room 2174-W

Topeka, Kapsas §66172

Dear Repessentative Fayziei

CSUIRIECT:  Fiseal Nowe for HB 2432 by Representative Heofhnan

i

_ to secordance with K&A& T5-3715s, the following fiseal note vomcerning HE 2432 4
respectiirtly submitied 1o your cosnaitiee,

83 2432 wordd ceate & “Ducks Uniinmted™ distinctive liconse plare. The bith would
allow any owner or lessee of one of MOre Passengey veidcles or wucks registered Tor a grows
weight of 20,000 pounds or kess 1o apply for the new plate after paying a fa< 1o Ducks Unhimired
etwresn S35 and $100 a6 2 Togoe wse royalty payment. Ducks Untimied wonld be required
pav the inital cost of siflescreentay for the license plates provide afl connty weasurers with a
toll-free selephons nwmber where applicants can cait for information sonessming the application
process or the sintus of their applicanon and design the liesnse plate fo be Issued.

. Bgtimated Stase Fisceal Effect : _
Y2013 FY 2012 FY 2013 : FY 2013
SGF All Fands SGF Al Funds 1
Revenns - - - §83.870
Expenditine : - - _ g 324,780
FTE Pos : -- - - -

3

The Department of Revenue estimates thar HB 2432 wonld iporease reveniw I tHhe
Dictinetive License Plave Pand by $20.000 is FY 2013 The Depariment mdicates that e
spopsor of a new specialty plaie is required o provide 2 FdsleTes noder the
provisions of KSA 8-1,141 for the pwpnse of defraving theeost o develop the new plate. Hihe
SOU Hesnse plate minimrem Is el neY distinetive piates are alse subject w0 2 340 persenalized
soms, which would kncreese revenne to the Swte Highway Fund by
- <r with addinonal manufacturing costs of 35,26 per plate (840 = 505

g

plate fee nader these Provis
$15.870, This amount 15 oI
plates = 52G.000-34,130 {§8.28 x 300 plates; = 3158700




The Honcrable Gary Hayzleit. Chairperson
Jammary 24, 2612
Pape Jem2432

The Departisent estimates that HB 2432 wonld increase expenditures from (e Division

of Velueles Operating Fund in FY 2013 by 324,780 o design, menufaciure, and ship 3,600

Heense plates o the county tensurer offices, which wotldd be cequired 1 order to bave safficient

inventory in all counties. The Department estimates the costs to modify the motor vehicles

system o tplement the provisions in the bill wonld be pegligible and could be sbsorbed within

existing mesources. Any fiscal effect assoctated with HB 2432 {5 not reflected n The FY 2073
Governor’s Budgeat Repart.
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Stewﬁn i, Anderson, C ?m_ MBA
Direcior of the Bu.dg;m

cer Sieve Neske, Reverpe



