 KANSAS

ASSOCIATION OF

COUNTIES

300 SW 8th Avenug
3rd Floor ’
Topeka, KS 66603-3912
. 78502722585
Fax 785¢272¢3585

- TESTIMONY OF THE KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
TO THE SENATE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
FEBRUARY 15, 2012
ON HB 2502

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

"~ Thank you for the opportunlty to testify as a neutral on HB 2502. The Kansas

Association of Counties was informed-by the Department of Agriculture last

fall about the department’s initiative to amend the laws relating to dairy.

facilities and swine facilities. We appreciate the work-the Department has
done on the legislation and the continued communications with KAC.

County commissioners retam the authorlty 10 approve dairy and swine
facilities under HB 2502 and we have no concerns about the role we play in
authorizing these facilities. My only comment relates to the length of the
ballot question, which was amended by the House Agriculture Committee and

‘has become even longer.

- County clerks administer elections and they incur ballot printing expenses and

publication expenses, which become more expensive with more words. Also,
based on my experience in my previous life as counsel to the Kansas Secretary
of State, long ballot questions often generate a “no” response because the
citizen does not take the time to read it or because the voter finds the
question to be confusing. KAC suggests an amendment to shorten the ballot
question.- This amendment saves counties money and helps advance the
objective of authorizing swine and dairy facilities in the State. - My
amendment, | hope, captures the esserce of the questxon with fewer words.

_This amendment is not crucxal to KAC; otherwise, I would be testn‘ylng as an

opponent We sxmply suggest it as a means to save money and to prevent '
voter confusion. :

Respectfully submitted,
‘/ ‘ ..-/ < .// ’.,0
Alty LS
MellssaA Wan mann
General Counser& Dlrector of Leglslative Affairs






Section 1, (b)(2) A petltlon to submit a proposition to the quahﬂed voters of a county
pursuant to this section shall be filed with the county election officer. The petition shall.
be signed by qualified electors of the county equal in number to not iess than5% of the
electors of the county who voted for the office of secretary of state at the last preceding
general election at which such office was elected The followmg shall appear on the '
petition:

"We request an electron to determlne whether a eerpe&atren—tmst—h-mrted—hab#rty

entity authorized and requlated under Kansas law to form a dairy production facility. shall
be allowed to, either directly or indirectly, own, acquire or otherwise obtain or lease any
_ agncultural land in county for the purpose of estabhshrng a darry productlon
- facility."

(¢) In any election estabhshed pursuant to this sectlon the foilownng shall appear on the
ballot: : '
"Shall a eeH

trust—eeteetamenta-%ust— busrness entltv authorized and requ!ated under Kansas law
to form a dairy production facility be allowed to, either directly or indirectly, own, acquire

or otherwise obtain or lease any agricultural land in ' _ county for the purpose of

estabhshlng a dalry productron facrhty’? Sueh—faem-t—yeha-u—be—m—eempkanee—wﬁh

Sectlon 2, (b)(2) A pet/tlon to submit a proposition to the qua;’;f/ed voters of a county
pursuant to this section shall be filed with the county election officer. The petition shall
"be signed by qualified electors of the county equal in number to not less than 5% of the
electors of the county who voted for the office of secretary of state at the last preceding

general election at Wh/ch such off/ce was elected. The following shal[ appear on the
petition: o :
We request‘ an elect/on to determ/ne Whether a

M
entity authorized and requlated under Kansas law to form a swine. production facility

shall be allowed to, either directly or indirectly, own, acquire or otherwise obtain.or lease '
any.agricultural land in ___‘county for the purpose of esz‘ab//sh/ng a swine ‘

- production facility."

(3) Upon the submission of a valid petition calllng for an election pursuant fo this
subsection, the county election officer shall submit the question, as: established in
subsection (c), of whether a swine production facility shall be allowed to be established
in such county at the next countywide election which occurs more than 60 days after the
petltlon isfi Ied with the county e/ectron officer. :
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(c) In any election establlshed pursuanz‘ to this secz‘lon the followmg shall appear on the
ballot:
"Shall a

&#her&ed—tnyst;epéestamemm busmess entity authoruzed and requlated under

Kansas law to form a swine _production facility be allowed to, either directly or indirectly,

own, acquire or otherwise obtain or lease any agricultural land in . countyfor
z‘he purpose of estab//shmg a swine produoz‘/on facmty? Sueh—faemiy-sha-u




