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. March8,2012
. Senator S'cltodorff and Membersmc the\‘Comm’ittee' '

:'Thank you for the opportumty to testlfy today I am the dlrector of Keys for Netwm klng, Inc We 'ue the .
. statewide nonprofit that assists parents who h'tve chlldren who have or who are at hroh risk of serrous
- emotlonal dlsabllltles . , - . . k ,

’77As drrector of Keys for Networkmo I am a proponent of HB 2444 I am here wrth two parents who w11l help

' 'explam why guidelines are’ not strong enough. We hoped pracuce would change and I am sure in many

‘places it has. Keys for Networking supports HB 2444 because seclusion and restraint, when practlced by
. ‘untramed people, causes emotional and physrcal trauma Dlstrlcts and schools wrthm dlstrlcts may choose to
ffollow or drsreoard the 0u1delmes 1 : , . ' . -

,r,'

. here today to talk about chanoes made at Atchlson USD 409 and Seaman USD 345 Teams from these two k‘, . .

. drstucts have worked for months years. actually, to reframe their work with students who were formerly

_identified as “unteachable and unwelcome in the schools.” For both of therr children, mental health and
.,;"‘school staff connect the resources of both agencies to support the child. ‘Mental health experts provrde :
. tralnmg to the school and to the child’s teachers specific to promoting peer relatlonshrps learning social
_ cues, managing rmpulsrve behaviors and monitoring medication side effects. Teachers work closely wrth
: parents to pr actrce the same dlscrplme techn1ques and reward structures in both home and school '
. Cherrie and Janette wrll talk to you about how aVOldlng Secluslon and restramt and substxtutrng
' ’teacher/parent training in pos1t1ve behavror supports just works. They can also talk to you about how lono .
~and how hard it was to put all thrs in place We had ouldelmes We need reculatlons SO that the expectatlons ,
are clear when-- chlldren are ill, we take good care of them Thank you for llstenlnor to me. I came because [
wanted to help you see what happens when good practlce resealch demonstl ated practlces are in plaee 1
. would hke to 1ntroduce ‘ .
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