
SENATE RESOLUTION No. 1836

A RESOLUTION congratulating and commending the Voyager class, 2013 graduating class of the 
Kansas Academy of Mathematics and Science.

WHEREAS,  The  Legislature  of  the  state  of  Kansas  enacted  legislation  in  2006  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  the  Kansas  Academy of  Mathematics  and  Science  to  promote  mathematics  and  science 
education, increase retention of intellectual capital and promote economic development; and

WHEREAS,  The  Legislature  of  the  state  of  Kansas  approved  five  years  of  funding  for  the  Kansas 
Academy of Mathematics and Science in 2008; and

WHEREAS, Fort Hays State University is a forward-thinking liberal and applied arts university, and is 
recognized internationally for offering more than 60 degrees in a technology-rich environment.  Fort Hays 
State University aggressively seeks innovative solutions to meet the educational needs of Kansans and enhance 
the economic future of the state; and

WHEREAS, The State Board of Regents selected Fort Hays State University as the site to host the Kansas 
Academy of Mathematics and Science in 2007; and

WHEREAS, Fort Hays State University was able to establish the Kansas Academy of Mathematics and 
Science in a single year, allowing Kansas to become the 16th state in the country with an academic early-entry-
to-college program offering a unique residential learning experience for high achieving high school juniors and 
seniors who are academically talented in science and mathematics; and

WHEREAS,  The Kansas Academy of  Mathematics  and Science provides a unique,  hands-on rigorous 
research environment with PhD. faculty that focuses on academics, research, leadership development and civic 
engagement allowing Fort Hays State University to cultivate future citizen-leaders; and

WHEREAS, Graduates of the Kansas Academy of Mathematics and Science receive a high school diploma 
and 68 hours of college credit; and

WHEREAS, The 2013 graduates of the Kansas Academy of Mathematics and Science are: Quentin Aker, 
Wichita; Lexia Aurand, Belleville; Bliss Betzen, Parsons; Emily Cress, Lyons; Eric Crook, Ottawa; Amber 
Curtis, Bucklin; Deborah Denny, Hutchinson; Hayley Disney, Topeka; Joseph Dougherty, Garnett; Samantha 
Elledge,  Green;  Andrew  Foust,  Augusta;  Matthew  Gaylor,  Benton;  Katharine  Goebel,  El  Dorado;  Alex 
Hatfield, Leon; Jessica Hayes, Abilene; Joshua Hoover, Washington; Dallas Hyder, Olathe; Jinho (Peter) Jung, 
Gwangju Metropolitan, South Korea; Tengzhi (Oliver) Liu, Guangzhou, China; Rex Miller, Olathe; Trisha 
Penning,  Atchison;  Steven Powell,  Wichita;  Laura Rokey,  Sabetha;  Cera Smart,  Mayetta; Morgen Smith, 
Holton; Brandon Tomas, Wichita; Alec Weaver, Olathe; Luke Wright, Abilene: Now, therefore,

      Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Kansas: That we congratulate and commend the 2013 graduates 
of the Kansas Academy of Mathematics and Science; we wish them continued success in their academic and 
personal pursuits and encourage them to use their significant gifts to improve the future of their home state; 
and

    Be it further resolved: That the members of the Kansas Senate express gratitude to the educators and 
support staff who, through their own dedication and commitment to excellence in education in the fields of 
mathematics and science, have brought this program to fruition through the successes of each graduating 
class. Their efforts are helping to forge the future for the state of Kansas; and

      Be it further resolved: That the Secretary of the Senate shall send 28 enrolled copies of this resolution to the 
director of the Kansas Academy of Mathematics and Science for forwarding to each of the 2013 graduates of 
the Kansas Academy of Mathematics and Science plus six copies for the director of the Kansas Academy of 
Mathematics and Science.

Senate Resolution No. 1836 was sponsored by Senators Morris, Abrams, Apple, Brungardt, Donovan, Emler, 
Hensley, Holland, Huntington, Kelsey, Kultala, Longbine, Love, Lynn, Ostmeyer, Owens, Petersen, Pilcher-
Cook, A. Schmidt, V. Schmidt, Schodorf, Taddiken, Umbarger, Vratil and Wagle.
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