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 Is … 
 Driven by open-ended 

questions 
 Expecting students to know 

essential skills and content 
 Based in inquiry 
 Focused on 21st Century 

Skills 
 An opportunity for student 

choice and voice 
 Requiring feedback and 

reflection 
 Requiring students to share 

learning through product or 
performance 
 

 Is not … 
 Driven by a delta 
 Rote memorization of facts 
 Transmission of knowledge 
 Focused on content 

knowledge without 
application 

 “Do it this way and it 
should look like this.” 

 Only assessed by the 
teacher with a red pen. 

 Taking a test at the end of 
a unit or chapter and then 
not using that information 
again 

 



 One of five USD 373 elementary schools  
 Located in Walton, Kansas – Population 300 
 167 students 
 8 classrooms for kindergarten through grade 4 
 Learning lab 
 Multiple gardens 
 Chicken coop 
 Barn 
 Wind turbine 



 Engage students 
in learning and 
provide a reason 
to learn 

 Increase 
excitement and 
set the stage for 
“just in time” 
learning 



 Utilizing problem-
solving skills 

 Asking questions 
 Researching 
 Verifying  
 Field testing 



 Start with the Project 
or Problem Idea 

 Decide on Plan 
 Gather Resources 
 Conduct Fieldwork 
 Present Findings or 

Results 
 Use Authentic 

Assessment  



 Topic: Chickens 
 How many chickens will 

hatch? 

 The chickens have 
hatched – now what? 

 Teacher led plan 
moving to student led 
planning 

 Feeding and caring for 
chickens 

 Chickens as a business! 



Carrie White, farmer, shares 
expertise with 2nd graders. 
They share what they learned. 













Can we build our own 
incubator? 





 Project-based Learning with Young Children 

 by Deborah Diffily and Charlotte Sassman 

Problem-Based Learning for Math and Science 

 by Diane L. Ronis 

The Project Approach 

 by Sylvia C. Chard, PhD 

How to use Problem-Based Learning in the Classroom 

 by Robert Delisle 

 



 
 
 

Questions? 


