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The National Association for the Education of Young Children is the foremost professional 

organization for early education in the U.S. Yet it had no role in the creation of the K-3 

Core Standards. The Joint Statement opposing the standards was signed by three past 

presidents of the NAEYC—David Elkind, Ellen Galinsky, and Lilian Katz—and by Marcy 

Guddemi, the executive director of the Gesell Institute of Human Development; Dr. Alvin 

Rosenfeld of Harvard Medical School; Dorothy and Jerome Singer of the Yale University 

Child Study Center; Dr. Marilyn Benoit, past president of the American Academy of Child 

and Adolescent Psychiatry; Professor Howard Gardner of the Harvard Graduate School of 

Education; and many others. 

The stakes are enormous. Dr. Carla Horwitz of the Yale Child Study Center notes that 

many of our most experienced and gifted teachers of young children are giving up in 

despair. “They are leaving the profession,” says Horwitz, “because they can no longer do 

what they know will ensure learning and growth in the broadest, deepest way. The Core 

Standards will cause suffering, not learning, for many, many young children.” 

Our first task as a society is to protect our children. The imposition of these standards 

endangers them. To learn more about how early childhood educators are working to 

defend young children, see Defending the Early Years. 
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