March 21,2013
Testimony before the House Committee on Education
HB 2289 — An Act Concerning Common Core Standards

- Chairwoman Kelley and Members of the House Education Committee:

Topeka Public Schools is in the first year of implementation of the Kansas Common Core State Standards, soon to be
known as Kansas College and Career Standards. Last summer we worked with all K-12 Topeka teachers teaching
Language Arts on implementing the Kansas Common Core State Standards. We also began the process of realigning
our math curriculum to the Kansas Common Core State Math Standards. We have worked with all our teachers on
how these standards will be integrated into other classes, including Career Technical Education Standards and
electives. 'We want our students to have a rigorous curriculum with high expectations around reading, writing,
speaking, listening and critical thinking.

The previous standards that Kansas developed many years ago, while good, have been described as “a mile deep and
an inch thick”. The many indicators were designed to be taught before the Spring Kansas Assessment. Many critics
said districts began teaching to the test. The Kansas Common Core Standards will focus on mastery of items and
will also be more project-based in order to refocus teachers on instruction.

robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in
college and career. With American students fully prepared for the future, our communities will be best positioned to
-compete successfully in the global economy. These standards will be clear so that every student, parent, and teacher
knows what the standards of success are in every school in our nation.

Topeka Public Schools’ teachers participated in state committees that helped develop the Common Core State
Standards, initiated by governors and commissioners of education from across the United States. We in Topeka were
heavily involved in developing these standards. Our teachers have' worked hard developing lessons, finding
resources, coordinating professional development and incorporating parents' input and feedback throughout the
process. It would be detrimental to Topeka Public School students, staff, and parents to move backward now.

The Topeka Public Schools' Legislative Platform states: “The Kansas State Board of Education must continue to be
elected to determine educational policy for the state’s primary and secondary schools as established by Article 6 of
the Kansas Constitution.” We believe that this type of decision belongs to the Kansas State Board of Education and
not the Legislature. Your focus should be on adequately funding Kansas Schools to prepare the next generation of
citizens and employees.

Respectfully,
oOnGutoi el

. Dr. Julie Ford, Superintendent

w TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS ¢ 624 WEST 24TH STREET » TOPEKA, KANSAS 66611 ¢ 785/295-3000 s

Kansas. Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to -
learn, so teachers and parents know what they need to do to best meet their needs. The standards are designed to be
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