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Renewable Energy Realities  

The Truth About Renewable Energy Models’ “Success”
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“We have to get rid of the Medieval Warm Period”  
UN climate scientist in an email to OU professor David Deming
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Is it working?

!“Federal and state efforts to stimulate 
creation of green jobs have largely failed ….” 
!The New York Times,  August 18, 2011 



!“‘[G]reen jobs’ offer a dubious rationale for 
federal support of clean-energy technology. 
To the extent that government creates jobs 
by subsidizing particular companies, it does 
so by shifting resources that might have 
created jobs elsewhere ....” 
!The Washington Post, September 8, 2011. 
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“Zapatero said he will 
generate one million 
green jobs over the 

next decade”

• “Zapatero said that 
this new economy is 
a major driver of 
employment. ‘The 
green economy is a 
great future potential 
for employment 
generation, for 
technological 
advancement and 
competitiveness of 
economies.’”


• Sounds familiar...
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‘Spain is our model’: Claro!
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• The scheme “turns out 
to be unsustainable 
and has grave 
consequences since it 
deteriorates the 
security and financial 
capacity of the 
investments 
necessary for 
providing electricity at 
the levels of quality 
and security that the 
Spanish society 
demands.” 
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So...Como Esta?
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About Germany…

!“[A]lthough Germany’s promotion of renewable 
energies is commonly portrayed in the media as 
setting a ‘shining example in providing a harvest for 
the world’ (The Guardian 2007), we would instead 
regard the country’s experience as a cautionary tale 
of massively expensive environmental and energy 
policy that is devoid of economic and 
environmental benefits.” -- November 2009
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• Relative GDP Growth since enactment:





• Germany between 1 - 2% (i.e., recent US)





• US growth is appx. twice theirs, with the 
norm between 3-5%, with periods > 5%Why would the US seek to learn how to create 

jobs and economic growth from this?

Re: Deutschland’s ‘Wirtschaftwunder’?

If there were a success story, wouldn’t we hear of it, instead?
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“Merkel’s Electricity Price Lie”
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So, yes. Let’s Look to Germany. Really.
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“Energy-turn: Altmaier calls for emergency power prices”

January 28, 2013:
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“Altmaier wants emergency brake against rising electricity prices”
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“Emergency brake on electricity prices”
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“Altmaier shocks the Eco-lobby”
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“Altmaier puts the brake on power prices”
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Deutsche WelleBut No Worries: After Spending All That Money...
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The worst part about still touting Germany... 
The downside of inventing the Internet
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What other unseens are being seen?
Really travel that two-way street of externalities, social costs...

✤ Remember, the claim was that these 
‘win-win’ schemes are to address the 
social costs of abundant, reliable 
affordable energy...
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“If the money is not enough to heat”
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Germany’s Experiment Continues to Harm Germans 
Can we benefit...by learning from it?
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‘Almost 800,000 Germans Cannot Pay for Electricity’
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This ‘Market’ Works Best with 
Less Information

! “The more people know about the wind-
energy business, the less they like it.”*


! Wind energy communications strategist Justin 
Rolfe-Redding, a GMU doctoral student from the 
Center for Climate Change Communication


! Want more? “The things people are educated 
about are a real deficit for us.”




! *March 23, 2011 webinar of American Council on Renewable Energy “Speaking Out on 
Renewable Energy: Communications Strategies for the Renewable Energy Industry.”
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Candor Happens 
Pres. Obama’s New Treasury Asst. Sec for Environment & Energy

• “History has shown repeatedly that 
nothing is worse for renewable energy -- 
and the policies that support it -- than 
cheap and abundant conventional energy.” 


• -- Nominee Matthew Kotchen
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All Reaffirming a Basic Point
! As memorably expressed by three MIT scholars in their 

retrospective on Carter-era energy programs:


!The experience of the 1970s and 1980s 

taught us that if a technology is 
commercially viable, then government 
support is not needed and if a technology 
is not commercially viable, no amount of 
government support can make it so.

“The Energy Aftermath: How We Can Learn from the Blunders of the Past to Create a 
Hopeful Energy Future”, Thomas Lee, BC Ball, Jr., Richard Tabors, Harvard Univ. Press 
1990.
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