913 Tennessee, Suite 2

Lawrence, KS 66044-6904

phone: (785) 842-3088
toll-free: (800) 525-1782
fax: (785) 749-0029
e-mail: info@kabc.org
website: www.kabc.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Evie Curtis
President
Kansas City

Molly Wood
Vice-President
Lawrence

Margaret Farley
Treasurer
Lawrence

Janet lkenberry
Secretary
Lawrence

Barbara Braa
Lawrence

Jean Krahn
Manhattan

Eloise Lynch
Salina

Jeanne Reeder
Kansas City

Steve Reiner
Lakin

Ellen Samuelson
Newton

Jo Scott
Olathe

Julia T. Wood
Wichita

Linda Wright
Olathe

Honorary Board Member
William A. Dann

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Deanne Bacco

Promoting Quality Long-term Care since 1975

HB 2867
requiring all legal actions against a health care provider
be first presented to a medical review panel to render an opinion
February 23, 2004

IHonorable Chairman Morrison and
House Health and Human Services Committee Members:

Kansas Advocates for Better Care (KABC) opposes HB 2867.

Consumers are wary of an additional layer of bureaucracy, particularly one
that is not part of the judicial system, such as the proposed panel that would

be administered by the Commissioner of Insurance.

. The proposed panel would provide for an inequitable composition of
members. The panel is proposed to include a “health care provider”, which
would be a peer of the “defendant”, but the panel does not provide for a
“consumer” member to be a peer of the “claimant”.

. The initiation of and purpose of a medical review panel would force
any claimant to make a “case” before the review panel before being allowed
to proceed with a legal action.

3 Consumers are aware of the fiscal problems with the state
government budget. The medical review panel will be an additional expense
to the state government (which is the people of Kansas.)

. The panel is proposed to be an expert advisory board that renders
opinions which are not under any judicial authority nor are binding on any
party. The initiation of a paid panel that renders non-binding opinions
appears, on the surface, to NOT be logical and sensible, particularly when one

notes the elaboration for handling settlement offers (that are non-binding).
KABC requests the Committee to NOT pass HB 2867.
Thank you very much for allowing these comments.

IDeanne Bacco, Executive Director, KABC
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