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MINUTES OF THE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

The meeting was cdled to order by Chairperson Senator Barbara Lawrence at 9:00 am. on February 7,
2000 in Room 123-S of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Senators Emert and Oleen - Excused

Committee staff present: Avis Swartzman, Revisor of Statutes
Carolyn Rampey, Legidative Research Department
Jackie Breymeyer, Committee Secretary

Conferees gppearing before the committees  Senator Vratil
Nancy Keith, Director of Student Services, Olathe
CynthiaKédly, Attorney, KASB

Others attending: See Attached List

Chairperson Lawrence called the meeting to order and admonished committee membersto be on time as
the committee must vacate the room by 10:00 am.

As Senator Brownlee was not present, she caled on Senator Vratil to present his hill.

SB 433 - suspension and expulsion of pupils from school

Senator Vratil presented testimony to the committee (Attachment 1) and stated the purpose of the bill was
to modify language concerning short-term suspension which is clearly ingppropriate. An additiona
purpose was to dlow lay personsto serve on a suspension and expulsion committee.

Senator Vratil continued by stating in 1999, the L egidature amended the suspension and expulsion satute
to authorize a short-term suspension for up to ten school days under certain circumstances. SB 433 would
drike theword “carries’ and subdtitute the phrase “is in possession of aweapon”.

Continuing with his testimony, Senator Vratil stated in 1994 or 1995 a statute was adopted that restricts
the compaosition of a sugpension or expulson committee only to “certificated” employees. Thisbasicaly
limits a committee to licensed teachers and/or adminigtrators. The purpose of the bill isto expand the
types of people aboard of education might select to serve on a suspension and expulson committee. The
Senator can see no vdid reason for not doing this.

Ending his testimony, Senator Vrtil urged passage of the legidation.

Senator Vratil responded to severd questions regarding the wording of the legidation. Severd scenarios
were presented to him as to what would congtitute suspension and the possession of wegpons.

SB 519 - suspension and expulsion of pupils from school

Senator Brownlee introduced the conferees for whom she had introduced this requested legidation.

Nancy Keith, Olathe, distributed her testimony (attachment 2) and stated the bill would alow school
digricts and families a more reasonable time frame to ded with short-term suspensions and would dso
provide minor students parental support in the apped process.

Ms. Keith summed up her testimony by asking for congderation of the short-term suspension changes
provided in the bill.
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CONTINUATION SHEET

MINUTES OF THE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE, Room 123-S Statehouse, at 9:00 am. on
February 7, 2000.

CynthiaKelley, KASB, read from her testimony (attachment 3) stating thet the languagein SB 433 would
bring state law back in conformity with federd law. Congress redized that “carries’ was being misused.
What it redly intended was “in possession of aweapon”. The organization also supports the provisons
that would alow persons other than certificated employees to conduct forma suspension or expulson
hearings. KASB prefersthe gpproach in SB 519 that would Ssmply state ten days for any type of behavior.

Severa comments were made about the different agpects of both bills. In response to some comments
from one of the committee, Ms. Kdley commented that it would be an optima thing to dways have
adequate funding for dternative programs, every board would appreciate that, but the redity of the
Stuation isthat the board has a choice of doing afive day suspension or looking a along term suspension
or expulsion in order to do ten days. A forma procedure has to be done to do ten days now for behaviors
that aren’t one of three behaviorsthat are included in theten days. If aboard islooking at going through a
forma procedure, it israrely looking at just ten days. The board will decide on a suspension for the
remainder of the semester if it is going to go through those forma procedures. In many ways the

legidation will keep more kids in schoal than if the board does not have this authority.

Ms. Kely aso stated that the board has to balance the interests of the other students in the school system.
If some students are disrupting the attempts of the other studentsto learn in their school environment, then
something needs to be done. If there was adequate funding to provide dternative programs, sheis certain
most boards would choose that, but that is not the case.

Ms. Kely darified that SB 433 would broaden those categories where we currently alow for aten day
suspension. Thisisneeded. It would be preferred to adopt the gpproach in SB 519 and smply alow ten
daysfor any behavior, but a aminimum her organization agrees with Senator Vratil that the weapons
provision needs to be broadened for the ten day suspension.

Asthere were no opponents to the bills, the Chairperson closed the hearings on SB 519 and SB 433 and
cdled for debate on the hills.

One of the committee members stated that what the committee should do iswhat is clearly caled for in
SB 433; it isthe common sense thing to do. The language contained in SB 519 has been passed on
severa occasionsin the padt, but has dways been rgjected in the House. Last year a compromise was
searched for and that is how we have the present language. One bill will probably go through without
much difficulty, but the other bill will probably meet its usud fate.

Senator Umbar ger recommended SB 433 favorably for passage. Senator Downey gave a second to
the motion. Themotion carried.

Gary George, Olathe School Didtrict, stated they were trying to get language into SB 519 to ded with
some of the situations they have faced in his school digtrict.

Ms. Keith stated under current law, if a student appeals or an adult appedls, the school board must hear the
gpped unless the gpped iswithdrawn.

Senator Kerr moved to reconsider the committee' s action on SB 433. Senator Umbarger gave a
second to the motion. The motion carried

Senator Kerr moved to amend SB 433 by adding theitalicized language on page 3 of SB 519 into

SB 433 and to recommend the bill favorably for passage asamended Senator Umbarger gavea
second to the motion. The motion carried.

After afew additiond comments, the Chairperson adjourned the mesting.
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