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March 14, 2018 
 

 
Industrial Hemp Is Not Pot -  But It Is A Pot Of Gold For Kansas  
 
I care about Kansas.   I want our state to succeed and I think allowing our farmers to grow 
industrial hemp is an important way to do that.  I’m a businessman and have been involved 
successfully in entrepreneurial pursuits for many years.  One of those businesses is Think 
Animals, which creates all-natural products designed to improve the health and well-being of 
livestock, pets and wildlife.   
 
I see a real market for industrial hemp and think Kansas should quickly take part.   
 
Let me provide some facts about industrial hemp.  First, as the headline says, industrial hemp is 
not pot or marijuana.  I have no interest in pot.  The industrial hemp industry is projected to 
exceed $1.8 billion in sales for 2018.   Industrial hemp allows manufacturing of more than 
25,000 different products.   
 
Industrial hemp plants need half the water of a typical wheat crop and can provide four times 
the profit of wheat.  Kansas has many thousands of acres that can be cultivated, where as 
Kentucky has just 12,000 acres being cultivated in 2018.  We can lead the nation in industrial 
hemp production and commerce.  
 
Today the younger generation is likely to go to college and not return to their family farms, due 
to the fact there are few jobs and money to be made.  Hemp farming will allow our 
communities to create commerce in many ways.  We can also leverage the benefits of the 
Kansas City Animal Health Corridor, helping our farm and ranching communities. 
 
Hemp oil has been shown to be a natural pain reliever, and it helps with quitting smoking and 
with getting off opiates.  It has also been shown to help aid in epilepsy and other mental 
diseases.  Other benefits include: 

• helps fight cancer  
• helps with PTSD and other anxiety disorders  
• reduced inflammation, improved brain function  
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• helps lower blood pressure, cholesterol, strokes  
• help lower the chance of heart disease  
• helps with autism  

 
Kansas can develop many manufacturing facilities to process products like horse stall bedding, 
kitty litter, hempcrete, paper and many more.  Industrial hemp will create high paying jobs and 
state revenue we need.   
 
Attached are some amendments that clarify the spirit and intent of the bill.  I urge the 
committee to support the amendments and passage of SB 263.   
 
 
Joe Bisogno | jbisogno@desotoinvestmentsllc.com | 913-583-8400 



 

Proposed amendment for SB 263, page 1  

, including the sale of industrial hemp and hemp 
products, 

or hemp products 

The department may contract with individuals and 
organizations, subject to the provisions of this section, 
to grow industrial hemp and sell hemp products to 
assist the department with the research required under 
this act. 

 

sale,  

, or other counties as determined by the department,  



 

sale,  
or hemp products 

The department may charge a reasonable fee for 
licenses to recover all or part of its costs to license 
individuals under this act.  

(g) 

  

house standing committee on agriculture and the  

Proposed amendment for SB 263, page 2  



 Proposed amendment for SB 263, page 3  

Kansas register. 


	SB 263 testimony--Think Animals.pdf
	SB 263 proposed amendments.pdf
	SB 263 amendments page 1.pdf
	SB 263 amendments page 2.pdf
	SB 263 amendments page 3.pdf


