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Tomorrow, I plan to attend the hearing with David Soffer of the Commerce Department and
Jacob Pelligrino. Attached is testimony from Jacob and from me. 
Please let me know if there is anything i need to bring or further information that you need.
Thank you. 

best, 

Margie Robinow
The Robinow Group
9132690920

mailto:Phil.Engelhardt@Senate.ks.gov



March 23, 2017



My name is Margie Robinow. 

I have lived in Kansas for 21 years. 

I am a Mom of five, grandma of two. 

I have worked for 30 years helping people solve their life problems as a psycho-therapist. 

Today, I left home and work and my life to come here to talk to you about something that may seem very far away, but I see as an important concern for Kansans. 

We are asking you to support legislation that will include Kansas in standing up to this hate based economic initiative. The Boycott, Divest, and Sanction Movement



What it is: 

BDS 

In 2001, the movement clothed itself in a veneer of moral credibility by adopting the language of human rights to falsely brand Israel as a “racist, apartheid state,” as declared by participants in the Non-Government Organization Forum of the United Nations World Conference Against Racism in Durban. Instead of discussing racism, the conference spent its session bashing Israel. The US walked out on the meeting. 

 

The Palestinian Call to Boycott Israel

In 2005, the BDS movement was energized and expanded by a declaration of a coalition of Palestinian organizations. Their call accused Israel of an “entrenched system of racial discrimination”, and “persistent violations of international law” and called upon “people of conscience” to implement a broad boycott and divestment campaign.

This movement became a cry on university campuses in Europe and by Academic societies that sought to handicap the State of Israel by painting a false picture of discrimination. 

Israel is a democracy. All citizens have voting rights. 

Without a stance against BDS, the hearts and minds are lost for the next generation, along with the economic impact. 





What does this legislation do? 

Businesses that contract with the State of Kansas must certify that they do not engage in discrimination against Israel. Each business must include a letter saying that they do not boycott Israel. 



Why should we care about this in Kansas? Israel is pretty far away.   However, Kansas does about $83 million dollars in bilateral trade with Israel, an international leader in health sciences, sustainable agricultural water technology and other technologies. Israeli businesses employ hundreds of Kansans. Collaboration with Israeli companies advances the technology of many Kansas based companies. All these things improve the lives of Kansans. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]19 other states have approved versions of anti BDS legislation, including: AZ, CA, NY, FL, IL, NJ, PA, MI, RI, CO, OH, IO,IN,AL,AR,GE,SC, MN and TX



Others considering this legislation this year are: WI, MA, MD, DE, Maine, North Carolina, AK, Montana, and South Dakota. 



Some people have expressed concerns about first amendment issues. 

This bill does not impede any first amendment rights. Businesses and owners may criticize Israel and speak out in support of the movement. 





Anti BDS legislation has enjoyed great bipartisan support across the United States. This is a great opportunity for Kansas unity and support of our great ally, Israel.



Marjorie Robinow

9132690920

margierobinow@gmail.com
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