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Re: HE No. 2144

Let me introduce myseif. My name is Eric Grooms and | ain a resident of Augusta and Butier
County. My professional background is banking. i am currently the President of Community National
Bank & Trust in Augusta. | am aiso an avid supporter of higher education and currently serve on the
toard of trustees of the Pittsburg State University Foundation. | am writing in support of HE Mo. 2344,
Simply stated it is much needad legislation in that it provides for much needed regulations and
transparency as it relates to community college operations. Butler County residents currently
contribute just shy of $15MM to Butier Community Coliege. With this investment the citizens of Butler
County whom attend Butler Community College (BCC) currently receive a discount of $11 per credit
hour. Collectively last vear this resulted in an overall savings of $416,000. Being a banker one of the
things | am most interested in is return on investment. Asyou can see this is a dismal return on
investment for the citizens of Butler County. BCC's current enroliment is made up of 20% from Butler
County, 60% from Sedgwick County and the other 20% from areas outside Sedgwick or Butler County.
Additionally BCC announced $18 million of additional construction projects this past year. The first was
a $4 million culinary schoo! to be constructed in Wichita (Sedgwick County) and the second was a $14



million addition to their sateilita campus in Andover. The college’s main campus is located in Ei Dorado.
Neither one of these projects came to fruition as WSU issued a cease and desist letter to BCC saying BCC
would need WSU's approval 1o offer courses outside its delineated service area. BCC's service ares
includes the counties of Butier, Greenwood, Chase, tik and Marion counties. in regard o the second
nroject the mavyor of Andover Ben Lawrence vetoed an ordinance creating a special use permit for the
coliege to expand their satellite campus in Andover. The mayor cited several reasons for the veto
including the fact that the collaga did not take 3 public vote on the expansion nor did they solicit pubiic
input in 3 formulized progess, Also in 2018 the Butler County Board of Commissioners unanimously
approved Resolution #1809 which was a resclution calling for a reduction of the college’s propeity tax
levy. The resolution stated that property taxes levied by the BCC Board of Trustees amount to neariy
60% of the entire property taxes levied in the county while only 3% of Butler County residents take
classes at BCC. Also the modest differential in tuition rates between in county and out of county 8CC
students falis far short of redressing the unfair burden placed upon Butler County tax payers. The
resolution further called on the Butler County Board of Trustees and Administration to take prompt and
assertive steps to bring about changes in BCC's funding structure so as to ensure that loca! property
taxes supporting BCC are raduced to reflect the actual proportion of coliege credit hwours provided to
students from Butler County. The Butler County Board of Commissioners is the veice for the citizens of
this county and yet BCC has done nothing to comply with their resolution. instead they announced the
capital improvement projecis | mentioned earlier. in closing | hope you will support HB No. 2144 as this
bilt wiil provide for accountability of the community colleges in the State of Kansas and their respective
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board of trustees to the citizens of the counties in which they reside.

Sincerely

Eric Grooms



