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Economic Impact of Tourism in Kansas

Tourism Economics, 2018 Kansas Tourism Impact study
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STR – Smith Travel Research

Kansas Hotel Data 



Jan – Aug 2019 $31,712,192.78

Jan – Aug 2020 $19,533,474.69    -38.4%



Who does a Travel Depression affect?  

• Lodging 

• Food and Beverage

• Transportation

• Attractions

• Retail

• Sports Facilities

• Meeting / Convention Venues

• Entertainment Industry 

• Support Vendors and Contractors

• Local Destination Marketing Organizations

• Individuals Employees

• Kansans’

“A broader recovery will not happen unless a travel recovery can happen “  US Travel Association 



Forecast for Recovery…

• SLOW

• Meetings and Convention Business….even slower

• New Protocols

• Traveler Confidence is key

• In-State Travel

• Some states will have an advantage

Visiting Friends and Family

Wide open spaces

Road trips

National and State Parks

Movement towards relocation to less populated areas

• We have to adjust….pivot….be nimble.  



What is needed? 

• Financial Support for Tourism Related Businesses

HIRE Fund

Business Grant Program (allocated by SPARK)

• Financial Resources for Marketing Kansas to travelers




