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65-1501. Practice	of	optometry	defined;	exclusions;	standard	of	care	in	diagnosis	and
treatment	of	glaucoma;	low	vision	rehabilitation	services.	(a)	The	practice	of	optometry
means:
(1) The	examination	of	the	human	eye	and	its	adnexae	and	the	employment	of
objective	or	subjective	means	or	methods	(including	the	administering,	prescribing	or
dispensing,	of	topical	pharmaceutical	drugs)	for	the	purpose	of	diagnosing	the
refractive,	muscular,	or	pathological	condition	thereof;
(2) the	prescribing,	dispensing	or	adapting	of	lenses	(including	any	ophthalmic
lenses	which	are	classified	as	drugs	by	any	law	of	the	United	States	or	of	this	state),
prisms,	low	vision	rehabilitation	services,	orthoptic	exercises	and	visual	training
therapy	for	the	relief	of	any	insufficiencies	or	abnormal	conditions	of	the	human	eye
and	its	adnexae;	and
(3) the	prescribing,	administering	or	dispensing	of	topical	pharmaceutical	drugs	and
oral	drugs	for	the	examination,	diagnosis	and	treatment	of	ocular	conditions	and	any
insufficiencies	or	abnormal	conditions	of	the	human	eye	and	its	adnexae	including
adult	open-angle	glaucoma.
(b) The	practice	of	optometry	shall	not	include:	(1)	The	management	and	treatment
of	glaucoma,	except	as	provided	in	subsection	(a);	(2)	the	performance	of	surgery,
including	the	use	of	lasers	for	surgical	purposes,	except	that	licensees	may	remove
non-perforating	foreign	bodies	from	the	cornea,	conjunctiva	or	eyelids;	remove
eyelashes;	scrape	the	cornea	for	diagnostic	tests,	smears	or	cultures;	dilate,	probe,
irrigate	or	close	by	punctal	plug	the	tear	drainage	structures	of	the	eye;	express
conjunctival	follicles	or	cysts;	debridement	of	the	corneal	epithelium	and	co-
management	of	post-operative	care;	or	(3)	the	performance	of	procedures	requiring
anesthesia	administered	by	injection	or	general	anesthesia.
(c) A	licensee	shall	be	held	to	a	standard	of	care	in	the	diagnosis	and	treatment	of
adult	open-angle	glaucoma	commensurate	to	that	of	a	person	licensed	to	practice
medicine	and	surgery,	who	exercises	that	degree	of	skill	and	proficiency	commonly
exercised	by	an	ordinary,	skillful,	careful	and	prudent	person	licensed	to	practice
medicine	and	surgery.
(d) Under	the	direction	and	supervision	of	a	licensee,	a	licensed	professional	nurse,
licensed	practical	nurse,	licensed	physical	therapist	and	licensed	occupational
therapist	may	assist	in	the	provision	of	low	vision	rehabilitation	services	in	addition	to
such	other	services	which	such	licensed	professional	nurse,	licensed	practical	nurse,
licensed	physical	therapist	and	licensed	occupational	therapist	is	authorized	by	law	to
provide	under	subsection	(d)	of	K.S.A.	65-1113,	subsection	(h)	of	K.S.A.	65-1124,
subsection	(b)	of	K.S.A.	65-2901	and	subsection	(b)	of	K.S.A.	65-5402,	and
amendments	thereto.
History: L.	1923,	ch.	220,	§	1;	R.S.	1923,	65-1501;	L.	1977,	ch.	216,	§	1;	L.	1987,	ch.
235,	§	1;	L.	1996,	ch.	95,	§	1;	L.	1999,	ch.	23,	§	1;	L.	2002,	ch.	203,	§	16;	L.	2003,	ch.
128,	§	22;	L.	2010,	ch.	31,	§	1;	L.	2012,	ch.	8,	§	1;	July	1.


