Kansas Coalition of Public Retirees

TESTIMONY
IN SUPPORT OF HB 2405
SENATE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

Chairman Billinger and the members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee:

My name is Ernie Claudel, and I am here today in my capacity as Lobbyist for both the Kansas
Association of Retired School Personnel, and the Kansas Coalition of Public Retirees, in support
of HB2405 authorizing the issuance of $1,000,000,000 of pension obligation bonds to finance
a portion of the unfunded actuarial liability of KPERS. As an elected member of the KPERS
Board of Trustees, the positions expressed in this testimony represent my views and/or the
views of the Coalition and KARSP. They do not in any way represent the views of the KPERS
Board of Trustees, nor do I speak for them.

We would support this HB2405 for the following reasons:

1. The standard goal for a retirement system funding level is 80% on the way to 100%.

2. After 25 years of underfunding, the legislature in 2016 began an increased contribution
regiment. At that time, the Trust Fund funded level of 56.7%. The funding
improvement combined with wise investments have elevated the present funding level
to 70%.

3. Even with the level of funding reached, the KPERS Trust Fund is... ” Not yet in a solid
funding position!”

4. According to the information provided by KPERS, this additional infusion of funds into
the Trust Fund reduces the projected date of 80% funding from the present 2026 to
2023.

5. The previous issues are doing very well:

A. BOND ISSUE # 1. "In February 2004, the State of Kansas issued $500 Million in
pension obligation bonds, and KPERS received net proceeds of $440.2 Million in
March of 2004. The proceeds have been invested to assist with financing the State
and School group's unfunded actuarial liability. The debt service on the bonds will
be paid by the State of Kansas in addition to the State's regular employer
contribution." The present positive return is $461.7 Million (Jan. 31, 2020).

B. BOND ISSUE # 2. Again in 2015, underfunding became such a concern that the
Legislature approved the issue of $1 Billion in revenue bonds. The cost of the bonds
is required to be paid by the General Fund, not the KPERS Trust Fund. The present
positive return is $272.3 Million (Jan. 31, 2020).

6. Considering all the above information and the present bond rate, this appears to be an
ideal time to attempt an issuance of the proposed bonds.

7. The enactment of this bond issue will be an extremely positive boost for KPERS.

I would be happy to stand for questions.



