Executive Order on Tackling the Climate
Crisis at Home and Abroad

January 27, 2021

Sec. 216. Conserving Our Nation’s Lands and Waters. (a) The Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, the Chair of the
Council on Environmental Quality, and the heads of other relevant agencies, shall submit a
report to the Task Force within 90 days of the date of this order recommending steps that the
United States should take, working with State, local, Tribal, and territorial governments,
agricultural and forest landowners, fishermen, and other key stakeholders, to achieve the goal of
conserving at least 30 percent of our lands and waters by 2030.

(1) The Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce,
through the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the
Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality shall, as appropriate, solicit input from State,
local, Tribal, and territorial officials, agricultural and forest landowners, fishermen, and other
key stakeholders in identifying strategies that will encourage broad participation in the goal of
conserving 30 percent of our lands and waters by 2030.

(i1) The report shall propose guidelines for determining whether lands and waters qualify for
conservation, and it also shall establish mechanisms to measure progress toward the 30-percent
goal. The Secretary of the Interior shall subsequently submit annual reports to the Task Force to
monitor progress.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture shall:

(1) initiate efforts in the first 60 days from the date of this order to collect input from Tribes,
farmers, ranchers, forest owners, conservation groups, firefighters, and other stakeholders on
how to best use Department of Agriculture programs, funding and financing capacities, and other
authorities, and how to encourage the voluntary adoption of climate-smart agricultural and
forestry practices that decrease wildfire risk fueled by climate change and result in additional,
measurable, and verifiable carbon reductions and sequestration and that source sustainable
bioproducts and fuels; and

(i1) submit to the Task Force within 90 days of the date of this order a report making
recommendations for an agricultural and forestry climate strategy.

(c) The Secretary of Commerce, through the Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, shall initiate efforts in the first 60 days from the date of this order
to collect input from fishermen, regional ocean councils, fishery management councils,
scientists, and other stakeholders on how to make fisheries and protected resources more resilient
to climate change, including changes in management and conservation measures, and
improvements in science, monitoring, and cooperative research.



