
 
Proponent Testimony on HB 2132 Promise Act Clarifications 

Thank you for the opportunity today to testify on a few clarifications to the Kansas Promise Scholarship Act. The Kansas 
Promise Scholarship Act was first passed two years ago, last year was tweaked, and now will be slightly tweaked again to 
ensure clarity with legislative intent. The Kansas Promise Scholarship Act is not just another scholarship program but is a 
new innovative economic development tool addressing the most pressing challenge facing Kansas businesses, a skilled 
workforce shortage.  The Kansas Promise Scholarship Act is a “last dollar” program. It targets to the most in-demand 
occupation fields in the state increasing access to two-year skilled trades programs for Kansas high school graduates and 
adults who have lived in Kansas at least three years and need to re-skill or up-skill. Additionally, this Act is a targeted 
economic development tool focusing these scholarship dollars on jobs within the Kansas economy which are in the highest 
demand to help companies meet the talent needs they have today and in the future. To help “repay the investment” students 
receive through these scholarships the student recipients are required to reside and work in Kansas two years post certificate, 
Associate’s degree completion, or upon completion of a higher degree. Kansas Community Colleges believe the residency 
portion of the bill not only helps retain population in the state of Kansas but provides Kansas companies the best chance at 
hiring this top-quality talent. The Kansas Promise Act is also an extremely effective rural revitalization tool. As a last dollar 
program this Act may not be as expensive as one may think. This program would only kick-in after all other scholarship 
and Pell grant dollars are applied to the student’s tuition, fees, and textbook/material obligations. For example, the average 
Pell award for Kansas Community College students per semester is $3,620. The average Kansas Community College 
resident tuition and fees per semester is $1,780. Even if you add another $500 per semester for books/materials that would 
be $2,280 per semester in student costs. Therefore, tuition, fees, books/materials would be paid in full by the Pell grant and 
the student would have funds remaining to be applied to housing. In this example, the student would not utilize the Kansas 
Promise Act because their other financial aid covered all their tuition, fee, book/material costs. Over, 44% of Kansas 
Community College students receive Pell grants. The Kansas Promise Act helps the lower middle-class students whose 
parents make a little too much to qualify for Pell but are unable to pay for their child’s education requiring them to take on 
student loans. Included in the bill is a provision which allows for claw-back of the scholarship funds through either the state 
set-off program or collections companies to ensure students who receive this scholarship uphold the two year living and 
working requirements. 
 
Student Eligibility Requirements: 1. Be a U.S. citizen and Kansas resident; 2.Have a family household income of: 
$100,000 or less for families of 1-2; $150,000 or less for a family of three, or for households larger than three a income of 
$150,000 plus $4,800 for each additional family member; 3. Graduated from a Kansas secondary school within the preceding 
12 months; or be a Kansas resident for at least three years immediately preceding the Promise application; or be a dependent 
child of a military servicemember permanently stationed in another state within the preceding 12 months and graduated; or 
have been in the Kansas foster case system anytime during grades 9-12 and not be eligible for the foster care tuition waiver. 
 
Limits:  Must take a least 6 credit hours a year, finish program within 36 months, and awards may not exceed $20,000.   
 
Eligible fields of study:  Information technology and security; Physical and mental health care; Early childhood education 
and development; Advanced manufacturing and building trades; or One more are which the college designates which may 
come from the following fields of study: agriculture; food and natural resources; education and training; law, public safety, 
corrections and security; or distribution and logistics. (This is where the word transportation needs to be added). 
 
This bill does three things:  1. Adds the word transportation as it was inadvertently omitted last year.  2.  Adds Elementary 
and Secondary Education as Eligible fields of study.  3. Clarifies the independent college language to ensure the 
language is clear so that KBOR can distributes Kansas Promise Scholarship funds in accordance with legislative intent.  
We urge your support of these changes and encourage you to utilize the idea of investing in additional scholarship dollars 
with a two year live and work requirement in Kansas.  This ensures that the money you invest will be returned to you by 
retaining the highly trained Kansas workforce in Kansas. 
 
Kansas Community Colleges provide 77% of the technical education in Kansas and serve over 92,000 students while Kansas 
Technical Colleges serve 16,000 students.  Kansas Community Colleges serve more adult students than any other part of 
the higher education system and 80% of students are considered part-time as they work and learn. 
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